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Hi Snowdrifters! 
 
I have enjoyed the last two years and am looking forward to my continued involvement and 
ski trips with the club.  Thanks to all the members and everyone on the Board and 
volunteers.  It has been so much fun going on all the trips and outings. 
   
My term started with the Who concert, golf scramble, and  Norge Ski Jump for outings.   We 
had some great trips: Whitefish, Telluride and Granite Peak.  What a great time we were 
having as a Club!  At the meetings we started having topics and guest speakers such as Fox 
Valley Food for Health, training for the ski season, ski boots, Podiatry for skiing and, of 
course, the annual Christmas Party.  We were excited to go to Paganelli for a European ski 
trip but as we were  scheduled to depart we learned that Italy was locked down due to the 
Covid virus. Needless to say, the Italy trip was cancelled. 
 
Little did any of us know how the next year or so would turn out, but I am happy to say the 
Club continued to safely meet and ski.  During lockdown we started encouraging volunteering 
at the Northern Illinois Foodbank. As a Club we have volunteered there for 56 shifts with 29 
different Club members donating over 745 hours to help feed the needy.  I am very proud of 
the Club for their involvement in this and will continue to organize it on Wednesdays from 
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. as long as people want to volunteer.  Also as a result of the pandemic, 
we went to virtual meetings via zoom which surprisingly enough went pretty well.  A virtual 
brewery tour of Brother Chimp was one my favorites (it wasn't virtual for me and Joe because 
we actually got to taste the beer).  We had some limited in person meetings outside at D and 
G Brewery following Covid precautions, a couple golf outings and the trip planning 
continued.  We held a really fun virtual Christmas party and went to the Covid Norge ski 
jump.  The trips actually happened except for Panorama and Italy due to those countries 
being locked down. A flight across the country to Schweitzer in Idaho was our first trip and 
what an outstanding trip it was.  We squeezed in a day trip to Granite Peak.  And, what a 
surprise the Whitecap trip was!  Everyone really seemed to enjoy it staying slope-side in a 
European Chalet. Mammoth was our final trip of the season which reminded me of my ski 
bum days after high school.  We were very fortunate timing wise as California unlocked to 
20% occupancy the day after we got there so we actually had dining options.  This season 
will be the season to remember we learned how to ski with masks on and not because we 
needed the masks to keep us warm.  I am grateful  for all the volunteers that helped make 
these trips and events happen.  And I am more grateful that we all travelled safely in a very 
strange year. 
 
As we start to unlock a little I am also excited about the future.  The 
end of the year party is going to be something special at the really 
unique Silver Spur Bar in western Kane County.  I truly hope to 
see as many as possible there.  The food, the company and the 
location are going to guarantee a special and fun night for all.  I 
am also happy to have the traditions and new events continue 
with our new President, Greg Olsen.  He will be a great President 
for all of us.  We have a few events planned already for the 
summer - two golf outings and the Crosstown Classic 
extravaganza.  Please sign up on line on the Snowdrifters’ 
website. 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 2 

 
John Gamble 
President 

Happy  
Mother’s  

Day! 
 

 

Earlier I said I was looking forward to continuing to work with the Club.  Frank and I are working on boosting 
the trips and the trip experience.  We would like to be able to offer more trips that deliver a great 
experience.  We are looking for volunteers to help.  Volunteering would entail planning, leading and 
supporting the other trip leaders.  We are currently trying to be able offer four domestic long distance trips, a 
European trip, some Midwest trips (both day and weekend trips), and a Chile trip.  Right now we are looking 
for your ideas and help.  Please consider helping because, as this gets figured out, all will benefit from new 
ideas and please consider being an assistant trip leader or a trip leader. Some of the ideas being talked 
about  are a culinary ski trip, Midwest bus tour, and  Japan.  Please let me or Frank know if you interested in 
helping or have any ideas. 
 
It has been a pleasure the last couple years, I look forward to seeing you all in person soon. 
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MEmbership UpdateS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Memory of Dave Shriver 1965 - 2021  

A lot has been said in our Club about how many couples have met at 
our meetings and trips. I think one thing we overlook is how we sometimes meet our lifelong 
friends there too. Dave and Kathy were an example of that. I think our first trip together was 
Courmayuer. That, at least, is were became fast friends. On paper you would have never 
thought that we would. Tom and I both don't drink and Dave and Kathy loved to party. 
Sometimes it's difficult for non-drinkers to fit into a crowd of drinkers. Dave didn't care. He 
loved people for who they were, not if they were like him. He was always fun to be around, 
jolly is a word I'd use for him. 
 
He was also fearless. He was more of a moderate skier. But one day Tom talked him into 
going off piste with him down the back of the mountain. He was scared but he did it anyway. 
I think that was the pinnacle of his skiing days. He loved it. I heard him talk glowingly several 
times about that experience. He loved taking his kids with him on ski trips. It was his way of 
bonding with them. They loved it too. 
 
He also didn't care what other people thought of him. He could make fun of himself and be 
goofy. I instantly knew we would be life long friends when Gordon (who was from England) 
mentioned something was Wibbely Wobbly. Dave took that saying to a whole other level. 
We would laugh at Wibbely Wobbly for years. Once we were back home our friendship 
continued and we often got together with them.  
 
Tom and I had planned a family trip to Savannah and one of our kids had to back out. Since 
we had a spare room in the house we rented we invited Dave and Kathy to go with us. They 
fit right into our family. As soon as we arrived to the house Dave was out there talking to all 
the neighbors. That's how he was. One night we were up late on the deck playing cards and 
I got a phone call that the neighbors wanted to call the police with all the noise we were 
making. I had never had the police called on me and I was nervous. Kathy just said 
"Welcome to our world." I loved being in their world. We had so much fun on that trip we 
decided we would be travel buddies. We went together on several ski trips with the Club but 
we also went on other trips together. We had so much fun on those trips we all decided we 
would move to Tennessee and build a compound. We could be there for each other all the 
time. 
 
Dave hated when other people made fun or talked negatively about other people. I 
remember when someone made a snide remark about him and all I wanted to do was rush 
to his defense. He blew it off but me, being me, wanted revenge. He talked me down in the 
end. He made me a better person. 
 
I will always remember the many trips and adventures we had with them with a smile on my 
face. I'll always miss him. He was a one and only. 
 
Pat Quetsch 
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A year in 
review- 
what a 

blast!! 
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SOCIAL 
 

SIGN-UP ON LINE AT THE FOX VALLEY SNOWDRIFTERS’ WEBSITE 

 

 

2021 Snowdrifter Year End Extravaganza 
Silver Spur Ranch – Maple Park 

Monday, May 17, 2021 
 

Reception 6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
 

Bar – 2 drink tickets per registered member 
 

Cash Bar 
 

Thick Cut Jameson infused candied pork belly 
Cheese & Cracker Tray 

 

Dinner 6:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 
 

Cornbread salad 
Crumbled corn bread diced rainbow peppers, strawberries red onions and fresh cilantro 

 
Eloti  

Mexican street corn off the cob with lime, cojija cheese and assorted spices 
 

Mac & Cheese 
Smoked Gouda and roasted red pepper  

 
Armadillo Eggs 

Mix of Jalapeños and baby bell peppers stuffed with Boursin cheese  
wrapped in Italian sausage 

 
Chicken Bombs 

Buttermilk and rosemary brined chicken thighs wrapped in bacon 
 

Slider station 
Ancho chipotle pulled pork, herb crusted brisket,  

assorted slider buns, creamy slaw, caramelized onions,  
grilled pineapple and assorted bbq sauces 

 
Tres Leches Cake 
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Fox Valley Snowdrifter’s Ski Club 
9-Hole GOLF SCRAMBLE OUTING 

Sunday, June 13th, 2021 
Pottawatomie Golf Course 

845 N. Second Avenue • St. Charles, IL 60174 
First Tee Time 10:20 AM 

$20/person for 9 holes to Walk – Pay at the Course 
Plus $10 per person for riding golf cart – Maximum 2 riding carts per tee time 

The course is an enjoyable walk - Pull carts are available to rent for $3 
Get-together After Golf at a Place to Be Determined 

SIGN-UP ON-LINE at FOX VALLEY SNOWDRIFTER’S WEB SITE 
SPACE LIMITED TO 1ST 24 Players 

 
Pottawatomie Golf Course combines the best of both worlds for any golfer – a scenic, 
beautiful and challenging par 35 design that can be enjoyed by players of all ages. 

This rolling course was designed with all skill levels of golfer in mind. The fairways are fairly 
wide open and are tree lined. The Fox River comes into play on four of the nine holes. This 
short layout has three sets of tees for a varied golfing experience. 

Whether you’re a scratch golfer or just picked up the game, the layout at Pottawatomie offers 
a challenge, but keeps the game fun on each of its 9 holes. 
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Crosstown Classic outing Saturday August 28th at Guaranteed 
Rate Field 

Final Cubs vs. White Sox game of the season. 

 

Evening game with a 6:10 p.m. start. (This is one hour 
earlier than I had been told originally, so I will need to 
adjust the bus pick up time to 3:30 p.m.) 

Coach bus round trip from Kane County Fairground 
with security guard to allow alcohol on bus. 

Parking at stadium that will allow tailgating prior to the 
game. 

Grouping of seats in rows 6, 7 and 8 of sections 537 
and 538, directly above third base. (see 
https://seatgeek.com/venues/guaranteed-rate-
field/seating-chart/views for a look at the view). 

Ticket price $100 per person all inclusive. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
New members:  
Adam Benkers  
Joseph Talken (JT) 
 
Membership Dues:  
 
As of May 1, 2021, membership dues are $30.00.  Membership dues must be paid as well as any 
outstanding fees (with the exception of Chile) prior to signing up for the 2021/2022 ski trips.  Log 
into your Snowdrifter account to pay your dues via credit card or payments may be sent to the 
P.O. Box below: 
 
Snowdrifters Ski Club 
P.O. Box 697 
Batavia, IL 60510 
 

Michelle Etherton 
Membership Chair 
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Snowdrifters’ 2022 Ski Season Trips 

 
Ski trip scheduling and proposals have been very different this season due to ski resort booking 
rollovers and airline scheduling. Ski resorts that had last season group cancellations due to Covid 
have rolled over their group bookings to 2022 resulting in few open dates for new group bookings. 
Airlines also have been slow in opening up flights to ski destination locations and when flights are 
available, they are using smaller planes and limiting the number of seats for groups. It is 
anticipated that later due to demand, airlines will increase the size of planes and make more seats 
available for groups.  Additionally, there is discussion that many ski resorts may require proof of 
Covid vaccinations for rooming.  None the less, we have been actively working on trips for the 
upcoming ski season. In addition to our Chile trip in September, we have booked a European trip 
to Zermatt, Switzerland with a side trip to Majorca for January.  We are in the process of getting 
contracts to Banff for February and to Sun Valley for March.  We are also exploring an early 
January trip to Ogden, Utah for Snowbasin and Powder Mountain.  Once our destination trips are 
finalized, we will address local ski trips.  Our plan is to put ski trips on sale in June. Once finalized, 
trip details and pricing should be available later this month on our website. 
 
Preliminary trip schedule is: 

• January 6th -11th:  Ogden Utah - Snowbasin and Powder Mountain (we are in the process 
getting a proposal for this trip) 
 

• January 21st – February 2nd:  Zermatt and Majorca (contract has been signed) 
 

• February 24th – March 1st:  Banff Alberta (waiting for final contract) 
 

• March 20th – 25th:  Sun Valley (waiting for contract and open air) 
 

• September:  Portillo Chile (signups are open - $3,150 per person) 

Frank Hodowal 
Trips  
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PORTILLO, CHILE 2022 
$3,150 per person 

Package Includes: Airfare to and from Santiago and transportation to Hotel Portillo at the Portillo 
Ski Area for 4 nights.  Over the past 60 years, Portillo has earned a reputation as an excellent 
destination for skiers and snowboarders from all over the world. The snow quality in Portillo is 
excellent and is often likened to that of the Rocky Mountains. Skiers of all skill levels find what 
they are looking for on a mountain and come back year after year. Here is a general breakdown 
of the terrain: Beginner -15%, Intermediate – 30%, Advanced – 30%, Expert – 25%.  The ski area 
features 1,235 acres of ski-able terrain, 14 lifts and 35 runs. Beginner and intermediate runs are 
groomed nightly, off-piste runs are challenging and steep, and the powder is often deep. The 
bowls and shoots perfectly collect the light, dry snow and the above-tree-line landscape turns into 
a white playground. Pair this with frequently sunny, blue skies and it is easy to understand why 
many guests, even professional skiers, say they’ve had some of their best ski days at Portillo.  
 
Rate includes: Full Board, Lift tickets daily Hyatt Centric 3 nights - Santiago Hyatt Centric Las 
Condes is one of the 5-star hotels in Santiago, Chile, located in the modern district of Las Condes. 
Offering an ideal location to explore the city, the hotel is close to metro transit, providing a 
convenient connection to discover Santiago's popular historical spots. This bustling area is 
surrounded by trendy restaurants, specialty shops, local cafes, and more. Rate in Santiago 
includes: breakfast daily and all transfers.  

 
Trip Leader for additional questions: John Gamble 630-761-9550 
Johngamble@icloud.com  
 
 
 

 
 
We encourage you to join the Snowdrifters Ski Club Facebook page if you have not done so yet.  
The monthly newsletter will be posted there, updates on any Club activities/meetings, articles and 
photos. Please feel free to post any skiing articles and photos from trips/events/meetings. 

Sue Stanciu 
Social Media Chair 
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Recipe 
 

NEW MEXICO’S GREEN CHILE PIZZA 
 
Ingredients and instructions: 
 
Plain pizza dough from Trader 
Joe’s or Pillsbury pizza dough 
 
Refrigerated pizza sauce located 
by the dough at Trader Joe’s 
 
Onions 
 
Ground Sirloin 
 
Mozzarella Cheese - low fat ball for 
shredding 
 
Anaheim or Big Jim Chiles 
 
 
Anaheim chiles would be the best bet but if they have Big Jim's go for them! Roast the chiles on 
your outside  grill turning with tongs as the skin blisters and turns black. Try to get all the skin 
black so it will peel easier, but don't incinerate or there will not be any "meat" to your chile.  
Do not move away from grill during this process. Drinking a beer during this time is approved. 
Place in plastic Ziplock bags to “sweat” for 15 minutes.  Then pull off skins and stems while warm 
and toss out. If you keep some seeds, it will be hotter chile pepper. On a cutting board lightly 
garlic powder and sea salt the chiles. Leave for 10 minutes.   Then chop (I make little squares). 
Place on your pizza sauce all toppings you desire and sprinkle cut green chile evenly. Add cheese 
and bake in 475 oven on the lowest oven rack.  
 
Shred cheese. 
Brown chopped onions and ground sirloin. 
Spray olive oil on cookie sheet. 
Take dough out of fridge 30 minutes before using. 
Put on floured counter to stretch into a triangle. 
Put on cookie sheet. 
Gently pat towards edges letting it rest 5 minutes between stretching each time it gets to the 
edges. 
 
Since all the yeast was gone in New Mexico during the pandemic I used Pillsbury pizza dough 
mix. They make a great thin crust by only adding warm water and coating dough ball with oil then 
resting it.  More beer allowed in all the above steps! Corona beer or any Mexican lager with lime 
goes great with green chile! Salute! 
 
Peggy Schmidt 
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Snowdrifters’ Calendar 
     
     
 
May 9th  Mother’s Day  
 
May 17th  End of Year Party  
 
June 13th Annual Snowdrifter Spring Golf Scramble  
 
June 20th Father’s Day  
 
June 21st  Board and General Meeting TBD 
 
August 28th  Crosstown Classic  
 
 

 


