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Hi, Snowdrifters! 
 
This was the craziest way to end ski season this year, one that will go down in the 
history books.  I am grateful that I got in one last trip to Mt. Bohemia!  You have to read 
Joe’s account of the trip.  It is all true and we had so much fun!  Now is a time of 
postponement but also hope to make it a time for giving.  I truly hope everyone is 
staying healthy and safe.   
 
We hope that in these trying times we, as a Club, can be as helpful to others as 
possible and stay in communication with all of you.  We are trying to figure out how to 
best do that with our self-quarantines. Further in the newsletter, Maureen has 
volunteered to set up GroupMe for us to real time text everyone in the Club at 
once.  Also we would like to host a virtual happy hour as our next meeting.   The details 
will be sent out via GroupMe. 
 
The Board decided to donate $500 to Hesed House in Aurora and $500 to the Northern 
Illinois Foodbank.  We would like to encourage everyone to volunteer however you 
can.  Practice social distancing but doing things for others can be as simple as leaving 
a note on your neighbors door if there is anything you could help with, or picking up 
trash as you go on a walk, or .......... We are also organizing volunteer opportunities 
and have created a section in the newsletter for more information such as working at 
the food bank, donating blood, volunteering at Hesed House, and sewing masks.  If 
anyone has any other ideas for volunteer opportunities, please let us know.  With all 
of that said, the Board is very sincere in helping any member in need.  Please let us 
know if there is anything you need and we would be glad to help. 
 
As far as trips and events right now they all postponed until we know more.  The end 
of the year party will be postponed and we hope to be able to have it in August and 
combine it with the kick-off party so it will be one big special party.  The travel seminars 
to meet with vendors have been cancelled but we are going to start talking to the 
vendors about trying to schedule trips for 2021.  The trip to Chile will be postponed 
until fall of 2021.  The Cubs/Sox game is currently postponed but we will hopefully 
have a date sometime soon. We all want to get back to normal and are very hopeful 
that we will be able to offer some great trips next year, but patience will be the 
challenge, at least for now. 
 
Powder to the People, 

John Gamble 
 President 

 



 2 

 
 

We are in this together! 

Be Kind! 

Be Healthy! 

Be Safe! 
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Social   
Pat Quetsch is stepping down as the Social Chairperson.  Thank you for 
10 years of service to the Snowdrifters!  You have organized so many fun 
social events and activities.   
 
 

 
GroupMe is a free group messaging app that the Telluride trip used to stay in touch.  It is a  simple 
way to stay in touch with Snowdrifters – on a trip, for basic information, meeting places or just to 
stay in touch! This can be a quicker way to stay in contact. It's like a private chat room for small 
groups. Once you download the app you can use it in your personal life, too – just make a group 
and add your contacts. Have as many as you want, and it's always free.  

 
We want every Snowdrifter to download the app.  We will add your number to the Snowdrifter’s 
GroupMe and send out a test message.  

 
GroupMe works on Windows, iOS, Android, and the web, so you can stay in touch on the go. 
You can download the GroupMe app from the App Store, Play Store and Windows Phone Store. 
If you’re on a desktop, you can use the web version of GroupMe instead. 
 
Once you download the app set up GroupMe: 
 

1. Enter your Facebook details, Microsoft Account, Google Account or email address, and 
then tap Continue. 

2. Enter your name, set an avatar (profile photo) and create a password. 
3. Check the box to indicate that you agree to the Terms of Service. 
4. Check the box if you want to sync your contacts to GroupMe, then tap Continue. 
5. Enter your phone number and then tap Get PIN. We will send you a text message (SMS) 

containing a PIN. 
6. Enter the PIN we sent to your phone into the app and tap Continue. We will take you 

through a brief tutorial to get you started. 
 

If you have any questions email me or send me a text!  
 

Maureen Joy 
mojoy@comcast.net 
630-846-9647 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 
It’s time to renew your membership for next year. 
 
This year many of you took advantage of the opportunity to use a charge card to pay for club trips 
and events.  Approximately 43% of our receipts came from charge cards!  To extend this capability 
to payments of membership dues, we‘ve made a few changes on our website. 
 
For the last few years we’ve sent you an email on April 1st reminding you that it’s time to renew.  
This year the reminder will include a link that you can click on to start the process.  You will first 
be asked to update your profile in our data base.  Please verify that your information is complete 
and correct as this makes signing up for trips easier.  Then you will be given the option of charging 
your dues immediately or being sent an invoice.  If, rather than charging your dues, you request 
an invoice, you can login to our website later to select the invoice and charge it.  If you prefer to 
pay by check or cash as in the past, you may continue to do so.  In this case, when your dues are 
received the treasurer will generate an invoice (if you haven’t done this) and record your payment 
against the invoice. 
 
As in the past, our dues for regular members remain at $30 and we offer an early bird discount of 
$5 for members who renew before May 1st.  To obtain this discount when paying with a credit card 
in April, enter the discount code EARLYBIRD (not case sensitive) in the space provided at the 
bottom of the web page where you updated your profile.   
 
Both Regular and Associate members will receive these emails.  Associate members can upgrade 
to Regular membership on the renewal web page. 
 
I expect these changes to make renewing your membership fast and easy.   
 

Chuck Salisbury 
 
Hello Snowdrifters, 
 
This is my last newsletter article as membership chair.  I would like to welcome and thank Michelle 
Baker Carey for stepping up to take over membership. As of May 1st, please contact Michelle at 
carey_michelle@live.com or 630-777-8549, if you have any questions regarding membership. 
 
Stay safe and healthy, 
 

Sue Stanciu 
Membership Chair 
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historian 
 
I'm looking for photos of some of the ski club activities that I didn't go to since last May.   You can 
email them to me, or put on a CD with details.   Thanks! 
 
I've contacted  Shaw Media who bought up a lot of the weekly papers in Northern Illinois:  i.e. 
Kane County Chronicle,  Kendall County Record, Plano and Oswego papers, Morris Herald, and 
some other publications near Joliet and Ottawa, and closer to Chicago.  I talked to the gal who 
works in the St. Charles office and she said she would get our articles in some of the papers.  If 
anyone sees our information in your area paper, please bring the article to me (with the date 
attached).  I'm also still looking for other publications that are in your area.   Just bring me contact 
information page and I will do the rest.   Thanks! 
 
FYI, heard that Whiskey Acres in DeKalb (which we toured a year or so ago)  is making the alcohol 
based hand sanitizer to help out in this time of need! 
 

Joan McEachern 
Chair 

 
 
 

Interested in improving your skiing mobility.  Check out this link: 
 

https://youtu.be/PeNk6IM-AbU 
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Trip Report 
Mt. Bohemia  

Shucks!  The Italy trip cancelled - now what??  I still want to ski at least one more time.  I have 
never been there so why not Mt. Bohemia?  Ready or not “Rain and Snow” (Mt. Bohemia TV 
theme song) here we go!   
 
Gary Granberg, John Gamble, Kevin Hopp, and I drove up to Mt. Bohemia, Michigan, on Sunday, 
March 8th.  I did hear that Mt. Bohemia has a simple approach to skiing that means no grooming, 

no snow making, 
only two 2-person 
old school lifts, and 
few runs – mainly 
trees, but at a very 
economical cost.  
When I arrived on 
Sunday after an 8 
hour drive, I was 
ready for a brew 
and food.  Gary 
spent about 35 
days prior in Mt. 
Bohemia and was 
approached to see 
if the Snowdrifters 
wanted to hike up 
the mountain with 
our skis to see the 
full moon and ski 

down with only moonlight.  What the heck?  You go around once in life so why not!  It took at 
least 45 minutes to hike to the top.   Once 
reaching the  top, it was time for some 
celebratory brews and, if you wanted, a 
toke or two.   Skiing down was an 
adventure that I will never forget and 
what a way to start a trip.  We all ended 
up at the North Pole bar in the Base 
Camp Yurt to celebrate the start of 
another Snowdrifter ski trip.  Around 1 
a.m., or it could have been 2 a.m., it was 
time to go find cabin #20.  With all of us 
being a little lit up and not understanding 
the signage, we all stumbled with our 
gear into cabin #21.  After setting our 
gear down, we noticed someone was 
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sleeping in our beds - kind of like Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  Or, were we in the wrong 
cabin? Oops, realizing our mistake and seeing the look on the people staying in cabin #21, we 
ran out and then noticed that there were lower level cabins – like cabin # 20.  We roared with 
laughter about our mistake for 30-45 minutes - one of those belly laughs that we all could not 
stop.  

 
Mt. Bohemia kitchen’s daily breakfast 
includes only two pancakes with two 
sausages (remember, they do it 
simple).  The past few days it was 
spring like weather so the snow was 
soft but on Monday the high was only 
in the 20’s and the sky was cloud 
covered.  The few that were there and 
had tried to ski in the morning took 
one, maybe two runs and quit.  We 
decided we would give it a shot.  After 
three icy (and I mean icy) runs in the 
trees, it was time for some liquid 
courage at The North Pole so a round 
of Bloody’s was ordered up with some 
H2O (ask Gary or John what that 
means).  Now that we felt we could 

conquer the ski conditions, we decided it was time to go and do it again.  Four runs, many falls, 
bumps and bruises and then it was time to call quits for a day.   We were told that only 16 people 
braved the conditions that day.   Bohemia has the largest hot tub in Michigan - a heated pool, a 
steam room, a sauna, and a cold, no a really, really  cold plunge pool.  After trying many of the 
pools, it was time to head into the Log Cabin that has Bohemia’s only other bar, “The Whiskey 
Bar”, and you can probably imagine how that turned out.  
 
The next morning was full sun but cold temperatures so we went to Copper Harbor at the end 
of the Upper Peninsula and ate at the only restaurant, The Pines.  We returned to Mt. Bohemia 
around 11 a.m. for another day of skiing.  The sun did warm up the snow making for great spring 
skiing conditions.  We were joined by Jeff, one of the local ski patrollers, for a day of unforgettable 
tree skiing with cliff breaks.  We were the last group off the mountain but only after we hung out 
on a cliff by the dead tree beer shrine.  What a great 
way to close out a day of skiing.  For dinner we ate 
at the Bear Belly Bar and Grill and then visited Chris 
and Amy’s waterfront house.  Chris was the 
photographer that took photographs of the Sunday 
night skiing.  Their house was not finished, 
however, livable.  Their second floor open living 
room provided breathtaking views of the lake but to 
get to the living room you had to walk across a 24” 
wide X 10’ plank without railing (railings are on 
order).   After a short visit, it was back to the hot tub 
and then to the Log Cabin.  I was hoping for an early 
night (like that ever happens!) when Gary decided 
go get his guitar and join Missy, Bob and Amy in 
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song.  So, we closed another bar (I now you can’t believe that), and were invited to Missy’s 
“Scamperland.”  Missy lives in a very small trailer that only two people can stand in at once.  
Earlier that day she dug out two sofas from the tall pile of snow and in the middle built a camp 
fire with the help of Bob, another local.  We were joined by a few other Mt. Bohemia guests to 
the delight of Missy who was enjoying being the host at her “Scamperland.”   
 
Hopefully you get a feel for Mt. Bohemia.  It is a totally different ski mountain where you will find 
free spirited people, maybe even a few hippies, but certainly gracious employees there to be 
sure you have a good time.  For more about Mt. Bohemia, check out You Tube Mt. Bohemia TV.    
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SKI TRIP TO PORTILLO, CHILE 
Postponed until Late summer 2021 

$3,150 per person 
 
 
 
 Package Includes: 
 Airfare to and from Santiago  
 Transportation to Hotel Portillo at the Portillo 
 Ski Area 4 nights  
 

Over the past 60 years, Portillo has earned a reputation as an excellent destination for skiers and 
snowboarders from all over the world. The snow quality in Portillo is excellent and is often likened 
to that of the Rocky Mountains. Skiers of all skill levels find what they are looking for on a mountain 
and come back year after year. 
 
Here is a general breakdown of the terrain: 
◦ Beginner -15% 
◦ Intermediate – 30% 
◦ Advanced – 30% 
◦ Expert – 25% 

 
The ski area features 1,235 acres of ski-able terrain, 14 lifts and 35 runs.   Beginner and 
intermediate runs are groomed nightly,  off-piste runs are challenging and steep, and the powder 
is often deep.  The bowls and shoots perfectly collect the light,  dry snow and the above-tree-line 
landscape turns into a white playground.  Pair this with frequently sunny, blue skies and it is easy 
to understand why many guests, even professional skiers, say they’ve had some of their best ski 
days at Portillo. 
Rate includes: 

• Full Board  
• Lift tickets daily 

 
Hyatt Centric 3 nights - Santiago  
 
Hyatt Centric Las Condes is one of the 5-star hotels in Santiago, Chile, located in the modern 
district of Las Condes. Offering an ideal location to explore the city, the hotel is close to metro 
transit, providing a convenient connection to discover Santiago's popular historical spots. This 
bustling area is surrounded by trendy restaurants, specialty shops, local cafes, and more. 
Rate in Santiago  includes: 

• Breakfast Daily 
• All transfers 

Trip Leader for additional questions: 

John Gamble 
630-761-9550 
Johngamble@icloud.com 



 10 

Snowdrifters Making a Difference in our Communities. 
 
For those of us who are fortunate enough to endure this pandemic with minimal effect, please 
consider supporting those who are less fortunate. Donate to a food bank, give blood, support the 
caregivers and the local police and fire departments, and thank them to their services.   
 
 
Donate Blood 
 
If you want to donate lifesaving blood we could set up a slot of times at one of the Versiti Blood 
Centers for Snowdrifters to donate.  A little peer pressure can help some of us to get out and 
donate.  Due to Covid-19 there are longer wait times due to social distancing that have reduced 
the number of donator beds to provide their donators and front line staff the protection that they 
need.  This has made scheduling a requirement  (no walks ins).  If you are interested in donating 
with some of your fellow Snowdrifters in small groups, please email me at Jhopp23@hotmail.com  
and I will set up a block of time for Snowdrifters to donate.  Their phone number is 1.800.786.4483. 
 
 
Donate Time  
 

I would like to encourage any Cub member who is not high risk and would like to 
volunteer to consider helping the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  I have currently reserved 
12 spaces for us to help every Wednesday from 9 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  The location is 273 
Dearborn Court, Geneva.  Much of the donated food Northern Illinois Food Bank 

distributes needs to be inspected, sorted and packaged before it’s distributed to our hungry 
neighbors.  We simply could not do this without the help of volunteers.  Last year volunteers 
donated more than 136,000 hours of their time, the equivalent of 65 full-time 
employees.  Currently there are less volunteers than normal due to social distancing but the 
needs are as great as ever.  Please consider volunteering and if you are interested, I need a count 
by Monday afternoon. Please email me at johnhgamble@icloud.com. 
 
Northern Illinois Food Bank – a proud member of Feeding America – is the source of nutritious 
food, innovative feeding programs, and hope for more than half a million people each year. As a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a goal of solving hunger in our 13-county service area, we 
rely on our generous donors, volunteers, and community partners – the local food pantries and 
feeding programs, food manufacturers and retailers, companies, foundations and individuals who 
join with us in our vision for no one to be hungry in Northern Illinois.  For more 
information https://solvehungertoday.org 
 
Thank you for passing this information along! We appreciate it! 
 
Volunteers are needed to deliver meals to Meals on Wheels clients in Kane and DuPage 
counties. Please note, meals must be delivered inside the home. Meals may not be left on 
doorsteps. Healthy people only, please, as we are working with an extremely vulnerable 
population and will be entering homes and apartments. 
 

• Volunteers must have their own car 
• Volunteers must be healthy 
• Volunteers must be able to pick-up prepared meals in Elgin or 

Lombard 
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• Volunteers must have dedicated 4 hour time slots available to do 
deliveries 

• Up to 2 people may deliver together 
• Hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes WILL NOT be provided 

(Meals on Wheels does not have enough supply) 
• Please bring your own hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes 
• Volunteers must be comfortable entering homes to deliver food 
• $20 gas cards are available (email maurahirschauer@gmail.com 

for details on cards) 
 
Please call 630-746-0909 or email infor@kaneseniorcounsel.org or info@dupages 
 
Donate Money 
 
The Snowdrifter Board approved a $500 donation to the Northern Illinois Food Bank.   
“The COVID-19 is likely to  increase rates of food insecurity in our community. Closures of 
businesses and schools, social distancing, and self-quarantines may affect many of our neighbors, 
particularly the most vulnerable: older adults, health-compromised individuals, and hourly 
workers”. 

“While all support is greatly appreciated, financial donations of any size will help support the Food 
Bank’s operations during this time of increased need. Every $1 donated helps provide $8 in 
groceries for our neighbors." 

The Snowdrifter Board also approved a $500 donation to Hesed House.   
 

BECAUSE EVERYONE DESERVES DIGNITY 
 

“Hesed House's mission is to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless and give 
people the chance to hope again.” 

“Hesed House is a national model for ending homelessness - one person, one family at a time. It 
is the culmination of nearly three decades of strategic evolution from a formerly acceptable model 
of "eats and sheets" to a Comprehensive Homeless Resource Center - a campus of centralized 
highly skilled professionals collaborating to provide the tools necessary to help individuals and 
families break free of the shackles binding them to homelessness.” 
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Donate Skills  
 
There is a local family that started an effort to organize those who can sew to make cotton face 
masks. These are not a substitute for sterile N95 masks. But they are a way to provide our 
healthcare workers who are desperate for PPEs to have some protection. The pattern is simple. 
Here is a look at some made by a Snowdrifter: 
 

Follow this link for further information: 
http://www.americanstrongmasks.com//post/looking-
for-volunteers/ 
Here is a link to a video from CBS2 on the group: 
https://chicago.cbslocal.com/video/4493315-
american-strong-masks-sewists-step-in-to-help-
health-care-worker-amid-coronavirus-pandemic/ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Snowdrifters’ Calendar 
 

 
      April 20th   TBD 
  6:00 p.m. Board Meeting 
  7:30 p.m. General Meeting  

 
 
 


