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Hi Snowdrifters! 
 
The next meeting will be live at slope-side from Mammoth Mountain.  I hope you can join 
us via zoom on Monday, March 15th at 6:30 p.m.  A link will be sent out prior to the 
meeting.  It will be an informal meeting with some items to discuss, but one of the main 
items is we will again be asking for any nominations for Board members.  If you have 
any interest in being on the Board or have suggestions for possible candidates, please 
attend the meeting to make sure we get them nominated.  And thanks to all who are 
considering volunteering to be on the Board.  The Mammoth trip is the last regular ski 
season trip of the year and, so far, the trips have been outstanding.  I am so pleased that 
during this pandemic we have had such good outings as a Club!  
 
The Whitecap trip was an outstanding success.  Thanks to all who went and participated 
and a special thanks to Maureen Joy for organizing the trip.  I think everyone who went 
had a great time, made some new friends and discovered a special place that we will 
hopefully return to.  Next time we will fill the entire lodge since everyone had so much 
fun you won't want to miss it.  It was also so much fun to have multi-generations, teens 
to octogenarian, on the trip and a few of the participants even got see Lake Superior for 
their first time!  See the great write up and photos later in the newsletter. 
 
We are trying to work out details for an end of the year party.  It will most likely be a 
catered event on May 17th but, of course, it will be dependent on what is COVID allowed 
- so stay tuned.  We hope to announce plans next month. 
 
Speaking of the future, we are working on planning for next year's trips.  We do not have 
any bids back from vendors yet, but we have asked for Panorama, Big Sky and an 
European trip.  There has also been talk of a Midwest multi day bus tour of various ski 
areas as we make our way up to Lutsen and also the possibility of a similar type trip to 
Whitecap with a focus on culinary and skiing (maybe taking turns cooking or a dish to 
pass type event for group dining).  If there is somewhere you think we should consider, 
please let a Board member or Frank know so we can work on trying to put that 
together.  Also, we are always looking for trip leaders and would welcome your interest 
leading or helping plan a trip. 
 
As far as upcoming events now with warm weather approaching, we are hoping for things 
to open up a bit.  As that happens, there have been some suggestions to do a 
bike/brewery tour, maybe a Club motorcycle/sports car ride and I suspect there will be 
another golf outing.  Again, we welcome suggestions and, even more, welcome 
volunteers to organize trips and events.   
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Speaking of volunteers and events, Mary Kane McAuslin is 
putting together the Cubs/Sox Hometown Classic in August 
and I am very excited about that.  Thank you, Mary.  Also, as 
of now we still have the Chile trip on the books for September, 
we are trying to decide if we should try and make that happen 
this year or postpone until next year. 
 
Thanks all.  Hope you have had a great ski season and enjoy 
that last of the skiing with warmer weather starting.  It has 
been really nice to see increased cross country skiing 
because of the amount of snow this year. Let's hope it 
continues and we can organize cross country skiing as a Club 
next year. 

 
John Gamble 
President 

 

MEmbership UpdateS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

FROM DAN AND SHARI DAZIEL: 
 
Hi all, 
 
Most you have probably heard about our ski trip to Telluride that did not end well.  It was 
our 1st day of our trip in Telluride, Colorado, that we planned to last for 5 weeks.  On a 
beautiful, blue sky day, Dan took a spill and hit a tree.  
 
I am sending a link to the Caring Bridge website, for you to read the story and begin to 
follow our journey of recovery....likely to last several weeks here in Grand Junction, 
Colorado.  Not the trip we originally planned! 
 
Please send us your thoughts and prayers via this website, as Dan and I are focusing on 
his recovery and rehabilitation.  We LOVE you all and anxiously await the times we can 
talk with each of you.  https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/dandalziel 
 
Stay well and know that we are thinking of you. 
 
Love, 
Shari 
 
You can also send get well cards to: 
Rose Hill Hospitality House  
Attn: Shari Dalziel 
606 26 ½ Road 
Grand Junction, CO 81506 
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Michele Kinzler and Tim O’Brien have been a couple for over eight years. They are living 
apart together, Michele in St. Charles, Tim in Glen Ellyn. Michele has two sons and five 
grandchildren who all live locally. Tim has a daughter, son, and two grandchildren in 
Indianapolis and another daughter and three grandchildren in Atlanta. 

 
Michele is a retired registered dietitian. She has worked in Cardiac and Pulmonary 
rehab at both Delnor and Central DuPage Hospitals. She worked for the state in 
Nutrition Education, and was food service director for West Aurora School District. 
Other hospital work included Sherman Hospital, diabetes clinic and Renal Dialysis. Tim 
is a retired clinical psychologist who has worked in a variety of clinical and 
administrative positions. 

 
 
 
 

 

Michele started skiing when she was about 40. She owned property in the Winter Park, 
Colorado area, which is where she learned to ski. She has only skied in the Midwest one 
time. (The upcoming White Cap trip will be the second.) Michele skis at intermediate level 
now, but has clocked herself at 55 MPH on the slopes of Breckinridge. Michele still likes 
Winter Park and has great memories of skiing in Taos. Tim does not ski or snowboard. But 
the ski club has such good prices and good people that he gladly goes along to hike and 
take photographs in the mountains. 

 
Tim’s other hobbies include photography, bicycling several trips a week in good weather, 
and reading and writing science fiction. Michele has been riding with 2 bike clubs for the 
last 20 some years. She has peddled 8 weeklong trips in the states of Wisconsin, 
California, Illinois and Massachusetts. These averaged about 500 miles/week. The past 
few years intensity has been brought down a notch. So riding with Tim and the ”Pedal 
Pushers” in Wheaton, once or twice a week, about 25-30 miles is the new normal. Tim and 
Michele just ordered Bike Friday’s folding bikes, that will fit into a suitcase, so can easily 
be taken on trips, by air or on the road. Michele has also been taking art lessons for the last 
3 years at DuPage Art League, in Wheaton. 
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During the quarantine, Tim has not binge watched TV much; he prefers to read. But Michele binges too 
many shows to name. 

 
Michele loves to cook! She needs to cook! Sometimes, she has made 2-3 recipes before Tim even gets 
out of bed. Soups, yeast breads, new recipes in her Moroccan tajine. Together, we have taken week long 
cooking classes in Merida, Mexico and Naples, Italy. Tim is a good cook as well and has had years of 
experience cooking for his family. But he leaves most of the cooking to Michele now. 

 
The first music concert that Tim attended was the Grateful Dead around 1967. He didn’t even know who 
they were at the time. But a friend knew the opening act so they went to the concert. Tim enjoyed the 
concert but did not become a Dead Head. 

 
Michele and Tim want to get back to traveling, and not just ski trips. January last year, 2 weeks in 
Southern India and the year before that, 2 weeks in Morocco were dream trips. Since COVID, they are 
taking more road trips, and last fall, discovered many natural wonders in Ohio, of all places. They just put 
a deposit on a trip to New Zealand, March 2022. Hopefully this will go. They had the same trip scheduled 
for March 2021 and were very disappointed when it was cancelled 

 
Photos of Lake Bow River by Tim O'Brien & Paintings created by Michele Kinzler. 

 



 5 

Welcome to our new 
members: 
 
Adam Boor 
Danijela Gavrilovic   

 
SOCIAL 

 
 

Did you complete the Survey of Interest on a possible Snowdrifters’ bus 
trip to see the Crosstown Classic on August 28?? 
 
Please do so by Sunday March 7, 2021. 
https://forms.gle/KM2XgdsFTAHxNZXR6  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our	Mission	

Leading	the	Northern	Illinois	community	in	solving	hunger	by	
providing	nutritious	meals	to	those	in	need	through	innovative	
programs	and	partnerships.	

Our	Vision		For	no	one	in	Northern	Illinois	to	be	hungry.	

Volunteers needed! Every Wednesday morning from 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Snowdrifters volunteer 
as a group to help the NIFB in their mission – Contact John Gamble johnhgamble@icloud.com.  
 
Stay Safe. Be well.  

Maureen Joy 
Social Chair 
mojoy@comcast.net 



 6 

WHITECAP MOUNTAINS 
Snowdrifters traveled to Upson, WI for a weekend at Whitecap Mountains! 

 
There were 19 of us who lodged at the Davos Inn and 6 more  stayed 
at the Whitecap Hotel and took advantage of our group lift ticket pricing.  
Michelle and Sandy Etherton drove up for the day to ski with the group 
on Saturday. 
 
Our group welcomed several new 
members to their first ski trip: Heather 
Bunyard and her son, Bailey; Josie 
Benker and her son, Gabe; Aisling 
McGrath joined her Mom, Kathleen (who 

is a long time member); Jake Litchfield (game and fire master); and 
Adam Boor followed in his brother’s footsteps to join the fun as well.   
A great time was had by all the newest members as well as the more 
established Snowdrifters!  
 

The Davos Inn was a great experience for all! We enjoyed a community room 
with lots of room – couches, cozy arm chairs, and a balcony where we had the 
fire pit and a gorgeous view.  We shared meals together in the great room.  
 
At night there were games, laughter, and music. There was a Left, Right, 
Center Tournament; the 5 Second Rule game had all laughing;  a group was 
taught to play an intriguing game - Code Names  - by one of our younger and 
newer members, Aisling McGrath (BTW - watch your phone around this young 

one! Thanks, Aisling, for the great candid pics!) and Catch Phrase had a group whooping it up. 
 

On Saturday evening we had a 
birthday celebration for Joan. Thanks 
to Michelle Kinzler for the delicious 
Tiramisu cake and to Donna 
Ulatowski for leading us in song on 
the ukulele.   
 
                         

I think the skiers had good fun on the slopes and probably liked skiing to the Wine Hut for a 
refreshment or two. Several others took advantage of frozen Weber Lake and hiked, snowshoed, 
or cross country skied to reach the libations!  
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Almost all joined in on the Scavenger Hunt. After Saturday’s dinner and the birthday celebration 
we got down to serious business in judging the winners of the Whitecap Scavenger Hunt. SO 
creative and Fun! 

 
Davos Summit **WINNERS**    Pull Out Couch (POC)   
Eileen, Peggy,          Greg, John, Adam, Brett 
Michelle K, Tim O’Brien 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Team Corduroy                     Teen Spirit (all new members!) 
Tim & Courtney O, Lisa, Jake,      Heather, Bailey 
Kathleen, Aisling (& Joe taking the picture)          Josie, Gabe 
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Teen Spirit – Gabe and Bailey – with Moms, Heather and Josie, keeping an eye on them from 
chair lift. 
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March 13-18, 2021  
Saturday - Thursday  

 
 
 
Mammoth Mountain California is unquestionably one of the finest Alpine Skiing Mountains in the 
world. An average of over 400 inches (33 feet) of snow falls onto the 11,053 foot summit, making 
the entire 3,500 plus acres of skiable terrain enjoyable for all. Choose from heart-pumping steep 
chutes, wide open bowls, tree skiing, bumps, gullies, or wide open, well-groomed trails.  

FLIGHT SCHEDULE: 

UA2658 13MAR ORD/DEN 700A - 842A  
UA2141 13MAR DEN/RNO 1120A - 1247P 
 
UA548 18MAR RNO/DEN 142P - 455P 
UA477 18MAR DEN/ORD 550P - 912P 
 
Mammoth Mountain Inn 

Situated at the base of the mountain just across from 
the ski area's Main Lodge, Mammoth Mountain Inn 
hotel rooms offer stunning views, ski-in, ski-out 
convenience and proximate. access to Mammoth's 
best mountainside activities and attractions. Hotel 
room sleeps 2 guests and features 2 double beds and 
bathroom with tub/shower. All hotel rooms include a 
coffee maker, iHome media player, DVD player and 
HDTV with satellite and premium channel service. 
 
 

 

Trip Leader:    Frank Hodowal:   fthod@aol.com 

Assistant Trip Leader:  Leo Ahasic:   bahasic@sbcglobal.net 
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PORTILLO, CHILE 

$3,150 per person 
Package Includes: Airfare to and from Santiago and transportation to Hotel Portillo at the 
Portillo Ski Area for 4 nights.  Over the past 60 years, Portillo has earned a reputation as 
an excellent destination for skiers and snowboarders from all over the world. The snow 
quality in Portillo is excellent and is often likened to that of the Rocky Mountains. Skiers of 
all skill levels find what they are looking for on a mountain and come back year after year. 
Here is a general breakdown of the terrain: Beginner -15%, Intermediate – 30%, Advanced 
– 30%, Expert – 25%.  The ski area features 1,235 acres of ski-able terrain, 14 lifts and 
35 runs. Beginner and intermediate runs are groomed nightly, off-piste runs are 
challenging and steep, and the powder is often deep. The bowls and shoots perfectly 
collect the light, dry snow and the above-tree-line landscape turns into a white playground. 
Pair this with frequently sunny, blue skies and it is easy to understand why many guests, 
even professional skiers, say they’ve had some of their best ski days at Portillo.  
 
Rate includes: Full Board, Lift tickets daily Hyatt Centric 3 nights - Santiago Hyatt Centric 
Las Condes is one of the 5-star hotels in Santiago, Chile, located in the modern district of 
Las Condes. Offering an ideal location to explore the city, the hotel is close to metro transit, 
providing a convenient connection to discover Santiago's popular historical spots. This 
bustling area is surrounded by trendy restaurants, specialty shops, local cafes, and more. 
Rate in Santiago includes: breakfast daily and all transfers.  
 
Trip Leader for additional questions: John Gamble 630-761-9550 
Johngamble@icloud.com  

 
 
 

 
 
We encourage you to join the Snowdrifters Ski Club Facebook page if you have not done so yet.  
Be sure to check out the WhiteCap pictures.  The monthly newsletter will be posted there, updates 
on any Club activities/meetings, articles and photos. Please feel free to post any skiing articles 
and photos from trips/events/meetings. 

Sue Stanciu 
Social Media Chair 
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Recipe 

GUINNESS CHOCOLATE CAKE 
JUST IN TIME FOR ST. PAT’S DAY! 

(Serves 10-12) 
 
1 cup Guinness Stout 
10 tbsp unsalted butter softened 
6 tbsp unsweetened cocoa 
2 cups granulated sugar 
6 tbsp sour cream 
2 large eggs 
1 tbsp vanilla extract 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
2-1/2 tsp baking soda 
 
Preheat oven to 350.  Butter a 9 inch spring form pan and line with parchment paper. 
 
Heat Guinness and butter in large saucepan over medium-low until butter melts, remove from heat.  
Whisk in cocoa and sugar. 
 
Combine sour cream, eggs and vanilla, whisk into cocoa mixture.  Whisk in flour and baking soda. 
 
Pour batter into pan and bake 40 to 45 minutes or until cake is firm.  Remove to wire rack and cool 
completely.  Remove from pan.  Spread frosting on top. 
 
FROSTING: 
Beat 8 oz softened cream cheese until smooth and gradually add 1-1/4 cups powdered sugar, 
beating at a low speed just until blended.  Gradually add ½ cup sour cream and beat until blended. 

 

Snowdrifters’ Calendar 
     
     
Mar 13-18: Mammoth Ski Trip 
 
Mar 16th  6:30 P.M.  
  Board and General Zoom meeting “live from Mammoth” 
  Nomination of new Board members 
 
April 19th  TBD 
 
May 17th  End of Year Party TBD 


