
        The Flakey News 
             Publication of the Fox Valley  
         Snowdrifters Ski Club  March, 2020 
 

 

   
 

/ 
PRESIDENT: 
John Gamble 
630-761-9550 

john@johngamble.net 
 

VICE PRESIDENT: 
Greg Olson 

312-520-5283 
olsongregv@gmail.com 

 
TREASURER: 

John Walsh 
630-289-5041 

jrwxplor@sbcglobal.net 
 

SECRETARY: 
Donna Ulatowski 

630-279-1049 
pulatowski@comcast.net 

 
PAST PRESIDENT & 

CMSC: 
Leo Ahasic 

630-309-8885 
bahasic@sbcglobal.net 

 
TRIPS & INS AGENT: 

Frank Hodowal 
630-584-0868 

fthod@aol.com 
 

SOCIAL: 
Pat Quetsch 

quetsch@sbcglobal.net 
 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Sue Stanciu 

Skstanciu314@gmail.com 
 

PUBLICITY & 
HISTORIAN: 

Joan McEachern 
mcskikat@gmail.com 

 
NEWSLETTER: 
Joe & Dana Hopp 

Jhopp23@hotmail.com 
 

WEBSITE: 
Chuck Salisbury 

 2597fhd@comcast.net  
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Batavia, IL 60510 
 

Hi, Snowdrifters! 
 
This season has truly blessed the Snowdrifters with great trips so far: epic snow 
conditions and bluebird days.  Hope you all have been able to take advantage of some 
of them. 
 
The trip to Telluride was awesome. Thanks to trip leaders, Joe Hopp and Bob 
Mozzarelli.  I think that trip might have set a record for the number of club parties: pizza 
party the first night, renting Gnar Tacos for the evening and followed up with a tailgate 
party the last night.  Thanks to that trip the Club now has a Smokey Joe for more 
tailgating. 
 
Our last meeting was at Four Lakes Ski Area.  We had all hoped to ski and have a 
pizza party. Well one out of two was not bad.  There was so much rain that they closed 
the ski area just after we arrived.  I was disappointed since I was ready to ski and 
understand that Joe had a retro outfit ready to ski in also .  Anyhow, I think it was 
fun for the 30 members that attended to have a just a social meeting at a different 
place and the bar area is a great set up for a group like us.  It seems like it is worth 
trying again next year and hope that the weather cooperates.  There was snow on the 
ground but the full day of rain didn’t make for good ski conditions. 
 
Thanks to trip leaders, Gwenn Bosshardt and Maureen Joy, we had another great trip 
this time to Granite Peak in Wisconsin.  The weather could not have been better and 
the conditions were very good.  I was surprised how many had not been to Granite 
Peak and everyone really liked the ski area, the bus ride and accommodations. This is 
a definite repeat at some point.  It is the best ski area in the Midwest that is only about 
four hours away. 
 
Our next meeting will be delayed a week until March 23rd due to the pending 
Snowdrifters trip to Italy.  The meeting should be a fun and interesting meeting. I have 
asked my good friend and brewer, Steve Newman, to come and talk about brewing 
beer, types of beers and, oh yes, sampling some different types.  He is currently in the 
process of opening his brewery, Brother Chimp Brewing in North Aurora.  It may be 
open by the meeting but, if not, we will have to do a field trip once its open since you 
will know the brewer!  Hope to see you all Monday, March 23rd at 7:30 p.m. 
 
We currently have 11 people signed for the ski trip to Chile September 4th-12th.  If you 
are considering this trip you may want to sign up soon as I booked it with a 20 person 
cap and do not know if I can add more or not.  
 
I am also excited to announce that thanks to Mary Kane McAuslan the Club is going 
to the Crosstown Classic Baseball Game Cubs vs Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field on  
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July 7th with bus trip, tailgating and sitting together.  More details to follow but you may want to 
mark the date, the tickets will go on sale at the next meeting with the following priority due to 
limited seats available. The priority goes first to the trip leader and a guest, then board members 
and a guest, then committee chairs and a guest, then other trip leaders and assistants and a 
guest, and, finally, any event leader and a guest.  If there is more interest than tickets, the rest 
would go into a pool to draw names.    
 
Still some ski season left,  
hope you get to make  
some more good turns,  
see you soon.  
 
 
 
Powder to the People, 

John Gamble 
 President 

 

 Brother Chimp Brewing  
@ Monday, March 23rd General Meeting  

 

Prez flying in Timber Pass 
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Social 
If you want to plan a social event, please remember to email me at quetsch@sbcglobal.net.  
It's great that everyone is getting in the spirit of getting together. 
 
No social events are planned for March so get out there and ski some more!!  
 

Pat Quetsch 
Social Director 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
 
Active membership is currently 140!  Good job Snowdrifters!  If you are registered for a trip 
please make sure your contact information is up to date. This really helps out your trip leader. 
 
Last minute membership payments may be sent to the P.O. Box below- 
 
Snowdrifters Ski Club 
P.O. Box 697 
Batavia, IL 60510 
 

Sue Stanciu 
Membership Chair 
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TELLURIDE TRIP REPORT 

So another Snowdrifter ski trip is in the books and what a trip it was!  44 Snowdrifters met up at 
the Mountainside Inn in Telluride.  32 flew from Chicago O’Hare, one joined us at the Dallas Fort 
Worth airport and another 11 drove.  While on the bus from Montrose to Telluride, Sarah helped 
the two trip leaders set up the GroupMe app so that all 44 could communicate via group text 
messaging or individually.  This turned out to be a great way to communicate throughout the trip.    
 
The trip started with a welcome party at Crazy Elk Pizza in the mountain village.   All 44 showed 
up to start what would become an amazing ski trip.  Bob handed out lens cleaners with the 
Telluride trail map and psychedelic bandanas that were used to identify Snowdrifters on the 
mountain.  Pizza after pizza was set up until everyone was full.  Dale, Sarah, Chuck and Barb 
continued the party at the popular There Bar having ski shots with some of their new friends.   
 
Wednesday:  Okay let’s start skiing!  Brrrrrr – man is it cold out here!!!  Today’s high will only be 
12 degrees so we all have to bundle up.  On the bright side at 
least there were very short lift lines.  Not only was it cold but, man, 
it is high here at the 9,540’ base and it was great to have Jay 
along for some altitude sickness advice.   Four Drifters - John, 
Tim, Kevin and Red hiked one hour to the back country access 
point on Bald Mountain.  This a local favorite that includes 
Jackpot and Audrey, and is home to some of the best and 
longest-lasting stashes, where they were able to ski in waist high 
snow.  Later that day many of us checked out AllRed’s 
(Telluride’s flagship restaurant at the top of the gondola), a cozy 
bar to enjoy a celebratory drink while enjoying  spectacular views 
of the town.    After the first day of skiing,  some more Snowdrifters 
met up with sisters, Martha and Gail, plus Stan, Marie, Mary and 
Jeanne at the Oak Fat Alley bar at the base of Oak Street Lift for 
apres ski and a lively exchange of the first day at Telluride.   Greg, 
Leo, Frank, Tim and Peggy ventured out later to Esperanza’s 
restaurant and were entertained by some lively Aussies.  
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Meanwhile Joe Hannon and Dan Boone ate at Siam Thai restaurant where Joe ordered a $35 
shot of Macallan Scotch to finish off his dinner – ouch!   
 

Thursday:  10 inches of new snow!!  
Let’s get going.  Thursday may have 
been the lightest and deepest snow 
most Snowdrifters have skied in quite 
some time.  What fun skiing in 10”” of 
fresh powder.  Many of us were 
bouncing between the many runs off 
the Polar Queen Express that offered 
a gold mine of trails.  A little something 
for everyone:  trees, bumps, blue and 
double blue runs.   According to the 
GroupMe chatter, it was a great day 
for all skiers.  So good that some did 
not stop until after 2:30 p.m. for a 
break.  The Gorrono Ranch made the 
perfect meeting place throughout the 
trip.  The restaurant is conveniently 
located, had daily outside 

entertainment, a fire pit and two bars.  While most Snowdrifters were skiing, Lyla was making 
silver jewelry and Martha was exploring the town.   
 
Friday:  Taco del Gnar – what a funky place this is.  Another good ski day but the Revelation 
Bowl still was not open.  Stan, while skiing with his wife Marie, was approached by other skiers 
that commented on their cool psychedelic babushka.  Many Snowdrifters took the See Forever 
Ridge run to the Telluride Trail and skied down to the Coonskin lot but Chuck found a trail to the 
back door of building 3 – how did he figure that out??   At 5 p.m., the Taco del Gnar 
http://gnarlytacos.com/  closed for two hours for another Snowdrifter party and this was on a 
Friday night!    Gnar has a high scale of coolness, radicalness and non-conformity that serves 
global infused tacos.  Peggy assisted with setting this up and during the party someone mistakenly 
took her for a staff member and offered her a tip.   My bad – I forgot to have everyone sing Happy 
Birthday to Elaine DeVries who was celebrating her birthday with her boys at the Gnar.   Afterward 

many of us continued to party at The Last Dollar 
Saloon (The Buck, as locals call it).  Dan, Sheri, Jill and 
Nancy were playing a high stakes game of Euchre.   
Later that evening Greg, Peggy, Tim Briggs, Kevin and 
Joe Hopp attended the Sheridan Opera House 
Theater to see the Trout Steak Revival bluegrass band 
who won the 2014 Telluride Bluegrass Festival Band 
Competition.   What a treat this was!  For their encore, 
the four band members played in the middle of the 
standing room only space and had everyone singing and 
dancing along. https://troutsteakrevival.com/   
 

Saturday:  Revelation is open!!  What you talking about??  A tailgate party? We can’t do that – 
oh, yes we can!   Early that morning Bob rushed out to purchase a Weber Smokey Joe Grill and 
charcoal for the tailgate party planned for later that day. With great visibility and low winds, the 
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Revelation Bowl was finally open.  Dan, 
Mark, Dave, and Michele rushed to 
make the first tracks.  This above tree 
line bowl provided as much as you want 
to handle and featured great views of 
the valley below.  This was also day that 
the “Batavia Mountain Patrol” (John 
Gamble, Tim Ozanne, Red Ward, and 
Kevin Conroe) were reunited and Kevin 
Hopp joined them for a day of off piste 
skiing.   With the great visibility, the See 
Forever run provided magnificent views 
of the surrounding mountain ranges and 
valleys.  A few of us stopped at 
Giuseppe’s located at the top of the 
Plunge lift, ideally located for everyone.  
The See Forever blue run, with never-ending views is a wide-open groomer that takes you back 
down to the village or the Plunge and/or Bushwacker where other Snowdrifters were taking run 
after run down two of the most iconic black ski trails at Telluride.   So here we go again!!  At 4 PM 
the tailgate party started in the Mountainside Inn’s parking lot – now this was fun!  First, Mike had 
to assemble the Weber Smokey Joe while Mark and Tim Briggs parked their trucks perpendicular 
to each other so that we could use their trucks’ tailgates as tables for leftover food and drinks for 
everyone to share.  Kevin rushed out to purchase hotdogs, buns and split wood while the 
charcoals were burning to a gray ash in the newly assembled grill.  Red was the Snowdrifter 
honorary chef.  He was the right man for the job cooking the hotdogs to a blackened perfection 
while Trout Steak Revival Bluegrass music reverberated from the sound bar.  Sonja, Ethan, and 

Rom, friends of Dan and Sheri,  joined us for the 
tailgate and commented on how much fun the 
Snowdrifters are.   Even the “Coyote Head” made 
an appearance filled with Makers Mark that was 
shared.   After our chef was done cooking, split 
pine logs were place in the grill for a crackling 
camp fire.  This party atmosphere enticed Dave to 
have Mike and Inna showcase the Argentina 
Tango on the snow packed parking lot!  These two 
are good!!  What the heck?  Now Sheri, Mary and 
Jeanne joined in the fun with line dancing.  Scott 
and Cheryl joined up later and were surprised that 
the party was still going.  This same night Chuck 
pointed out that the rare Snow Super Moon was in 
full view.  At 9,450’ it was something very rare to 
see and what a perfect end another great 
Snowdrifter Ski Trip.   
 

Bob and I would like to thank everyone on the trip for being great friends that all came together to 
experience the charm of Telluride.  The scenic beauty, character and lack of crowds made 
Telluride an unforgettable trip along with the Snowdrifter gusto for social gatherings. 
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More Pics from Telluride  
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THE BUS TRIP 
GRANITE PEAK 

Feb 21st to 23rd 

 

 
What a fabulous weekend! The party started with a four hour bus trip to Wausau, WI with drinks, 
snacks and a couple of trips up and down the aisle with the “Shot-ski.” In the back of the bus there 
was a sing-a-long to popular tunes that kept the party 
going.  The fun continued that evening at the hotel 
with pizza, beer, music, card playing and dancing. 
Saturday brought stellar skiing conditions with 
bright warm sunshine. John and Maureen planted 
the Snowdrifters banner on the hill with a cooler of 
beer and the “Shot-ski” under it.  This became the 
meeting place that day where many of us stopped 
for a refreshment. Granite Peak has three high 
speed chairlifts that cover 99 percent of the 68 runs 
so there were short to no lift lines.  Our own Joan 
McEachern who lost her car keys and missed the 
bus, drove up to Wausau and joined us Saturday 
afternoon. Saturday night we enjoyed a delicious 
dinner at The Tine and Cellar Restaurant which 
featured 81 craft beers and a diverse menu. Sunday 
brought another wonderful day of skiing and 
enjoying the beautiful sunshine outside. Many 
Snowdrifters took a break on the patio where we 
had three tables of Snowdrifters.   Many partook of 
the Bloody Marys that were being served at the 
Granite Peak Historic Bar where your Bloody Mary’s 
could be loaded with all the fixins!  Granite Peaks 
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had an app  many downloaded on their phones that 
measured speed, distance, etc. while skiing. On 
our trip home we awarded prizes for various results 
and actions: Fastest skier – Kai Schulte; Slowest 
skier – Maureen Joy; Most distance covered on 
skis – Evie Green; Least distance covered on skis 
– Leo Supinski; Most epic fall – Peter Marqui and 
Most tenacious – Joan McEachern. A great time 
was had by all! 

 
  

Look at how high Kai can go OH OH Oh Sugar – now what!! 

Peggy serving Shot-ski on skis 
Look what I found 
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Paganella & Verona, Italy - 

March 7 - 18, 2020????  
 

 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coronavirus 
More trip information forthcoming early next week 
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Ski Trip to Portillo, Chille
Sep 4 - 12, 2020

$3150 per person
Package Includes:
Airfare to and from Santiago 
Transportation to Hotel Portillo at the Portillo Ski Area 4 nights - arrive Sep 5 - 9
Over the past 60 years, Portillo has earned a reputation as an excellent destination for skiers and snowboarders from all 
over the world. The snow quality in Portillo is excellent and is often likened to that of the Rocky Mountains. Skiers of all 
skill-levels find what they are looking for on a mountain and come back year after year.
 Here is a general breakdown of the terrain:
◦ Beginner -15%
◦ Intermediate – 30%
◦ Advanced – 30%
◦ Expert – 25%

The ski area features 1,235 acres of ski-able terrain, 14 lifts and 35 runs.   Beginner and intermediate runs are groomed 
nightly,  off-piste runs are challenging and steep, and the powder is often deep.  The bowls and shoots perfectly collect the 
light,  dry snow and the above-tree-line landscape turns into a white playground.  Pair this with frequently sunny, blue 
skies and it is easy to understand why many guests, even professional skiers, say they’ve had some of their best ski days 
at Portillo.
Rate includes:

• Full Board 
• Lift tickets daily

Bus Trip back to San1ago 
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Hyatt Centric 3 nights - Santiago arrive Sep 9 – 12:  Hyatt Centric Las Condes is one of the 5-
star hotels in Santiago, Chile, located in the modern district of Las Condes. Offering an ideal 
location to explore the city, the hotel is close to metro transit, providing a convenient connection 
to discover Santiago's popular historical spots. This bustling area is surrounded by trendy 
restaurants, specialty shops, local cafes, and more.  

To hold your spot please deposit $300 as soon as possible. 

Deposit $1,000 due on April 1, 2020 Deposit $1,000 due on May 1, 2020 Final payment of $850 
due June 1, 2020.  

Trip Leader for additional questions:  

John Gamble 630-761-9550 Johngamble@icloud.com  

 
More Bus Trip Pics 
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Chocolate Chip Muffins 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 
• 2 cups all-purpose flour, spooned into measuring cup and leveled-off 
• 1 teaspoon baking powder 
• 1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
• Heaping 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1 stick (1/2 cup) unsalted butter, melted 
• 1/2 cup granulated sugar 
• 1/2 cup packed light brown sugar 
• 1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
• 2 large eggs 
• 1 cup sour cream 
• 2/3 cup mini chocolate chips, plus about 3 tablespoons more for sprinkling on top 
• About 1-1/2 tablespoons coarse sugar, such as turbinado or sanding sugar, for sprinkling on 

top 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Preheat the oven to 350°F and set an oven rack in the middle position. Spray a 12-cup muffin pan 
with nonstick cooking spray. 

2. In a medium bowl, whisk together the flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt. 

3. In a large bowl, whisk together the melted butter, granulated sugar, brown sugar, and vanilla. 
Whisk in the eggs, followed by the sour cream. Add the dry ingredients and whisk until evenly 
combined. Stir in 2/3 cup of the chocolate chips. 

4. Spoon the batter evenly into the prepared pan, filling the muffin cups about three-quarters full. 
Sprinkle the tops with the remaining chocolate chips, followed by the coarse sugar. Bake for 18 
to 20 minutes, until domed and golden brown. Let the muffins cool in the pan for about 10 minutes, 
then transfer to a rack to cool completely. The muffins are best enjoyed fresh on the same day, 
but leftovers will keep well in a covered container for a few days. (To refresh individual muffins, 
warm in the microwave for 15 to 20 seconds.) 

5. Freezer-Friendly Instructions: The muffins can be frozen in an airtight container or sealable 
plastic bag for up to 3 months. Thaw for 3 to 4 hours on the countertop before serving. To reheat, 
wrap individual muffins in aluminum foil and place in a preheated 350°F oven until warm. 
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Snowdrifters’ Calendar 
 
  

SAVE THE DATES 
 

March 7th – 18th 

 Pending - Paganella & Verona, Italy Trip 
 
   
March 23rd  
  6:00 pm Board  
 7:30 pm General Meeting  
  Brother Chimp Brewery 
 
April 20th  
 6:00 pm Board Meeting 
 7:30 pm General Meeting  

 

 
All proceeds from Kiwanis Pancake Day goes back to Fox Valley Community Organizations.  If you 
would like to purchase tickets or just support Kiwanis please email Joe Hopp @ 
jhopp23@hotmail.com.  
 


