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Hi Snowdrifters! 
 
Ski season finally feels like it is off and running and almost normal.  It is nice to have 
snow on the ground locally.  I am very happy that we have had two very successful ski 
outings so far.  The day trip to Granite Peak last month went really well.  Thanks again, 
Michelle, for organizing.  Based on the feedback we got from Schweitzer, it knocked 
expectations out of the park and we had an incredible trip. I cannot wait to read the trip 
report.  Thanks to all for attending and helping with the trip.  See the write up later in this 
newsletter - it was truly a great time!  I get the feeling that most people on the trips felt 
like we need these group get-togethers and enjoyed them.   We are continuing to plan 
outings and plan to be safe on them. 
 
We have some exciting upcoming trips.  Whitecap is sold out and we tried to increase 
the size of attendees due to increased response, however, we are able to offer discount 
lift tickets if you would still like to join us.  I am so happy to have everyone on the trips 
but we have to realize this is a strange time and we have lots of moving parts.   With that 
said we still now have a wait list on Mammoth so if you are interested so please do not 
delay in letting Frank know you want to go and get signed up. 
 
Our next meeting is a social ski time at Four Lakes on Monday, February 15th.  Skiing 
starts at 4 p.m. and ends at 9 p.m., so come out and tailgate with us!  There is also inside 
bar and food service, if you so desire.  We will have a meeting at 6:30 p.m. around our 
new fire pit.  We need to start the election of new officers process.  Social distancing and 
masking will be required. 

 
We are still planning on a Chile ski trip 
September 4th-12th and I am planning on 
that trip going as long as COVID allows us 
to travel.  There are more details later in 
the newsletter. 
 
Also if anyone has ideas for a topic for the 
March meeting, I would be glad to hear 
from you. 
 
I hope everyone stays safe and healthy 
and gets a chance to ski!  l look forward to 
seeing you soon. 
 
 

John Gamble 
President 
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SOCIAL 

 
 
Northern Illinois Food Bank 
 
We are still volunteering on Wednesday mornings from 9:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.  Not only do we 
volunteer for a great cause, we also get to socialize and have a little fun with some of our fellow 
Snowdrifters. Please let John Gamble know if you want to be included in his weekly email 
reminders.   
 
Stay Safe. Be well.  

Maureen Joy 
Social Chair 
mojoy@comcast.net 

 
 

Membership Update 
 
Welcome to our 9 new members! 
 
Josie Benkers    Gabe Benkers   Brett Boor   
Alexis Bryl    Aisling McGrath  Ron Neumann 
Courtnay Ozanne   Emilia Ozanne   Red Ward 
 
We look forward to skiing with you! 
 

 
Hoppy  

Valentines  
Day! 
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MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT 

Submitted by Michelle Etherton 

 
Chuck and Kandy Klein 

 
 

Chuck and Kandy 
reside in both Sugar Grove, Illinois and St. Pete 
Beach, Florida.  They were married in 1973 and 
have 3 adult children:  Kevin, Brian and Jamie.  
Chuck and Kandy have 4 grandchildren from their 
daughter, Jamie - Joel (7), Isaac (5), Isla Rose (2) 
and Louis (4 months).  The Kleins have been busy 
teaching the kids to ski and are planning a trip to 
Boyne Mountain this winter.  They are also planning 
to spend next Christmas at Steamboat with the 
entire family.  Both Kleins are skiers. 
 
Speaking of teaching, both Chuck and Kandy are 
retired school teachers.  Kandy began her teaching 
career as a 1st grade teacher at Glen Ellyn in 1970.  
Kandy then became a principal of a Christian school 
in Downers Grove for 2 years.  She ended up 
teaching middle school special education in 
Hinckley-Big Rock until retirement. 
 
Prior to Chuck becoming a teacher, he spent 20 
years in the corporate business world.  He then 
turned his attention to teaching business for the next 

15 years prior to retiring. 
 
As mentioned before, both Kleins enjoy skiing and consider themselves intermediate skiers.  
Kandy’s preference is long blue runs.  The Kleins’ favorite places to ski have been with the Club’s 
trips to Austria and France.  Both indicate the history, culture and food made these trips exciting.  
When skiing domestically, Steamboat is their destination of choice. 
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Hobbies for Kandy include Bible study, which she admits is much 
more serious than a hobby as it takes a lot of her time, knitting, 
crocheting and reading.  She also enjoys water color paint but 
usually only pursues this when she is at their condo in Florida.  She 
also likes Zumba when it is in session; she claims to be a frustrated 
dancer.  Chuck enjoys spending his time gardening and 
landscaping as well as traveling and reading books while on the 
beach. 
 
During the quarantine, the Kleins seem to be binge watching 
different programs.  Kandy is focused on watching Masterpiece 
Theatre while Chuck is watching Ozark, Harry Bosch and Jack 
Ryan. 
 
One of Kandy’s favorite meals is to make the recipe provided on 
the last page.  Grilled Teriyaki Round Steak.  Chuck prefers 
anything grilled or prepared in a crock pot. 
 
Chuck’s favorite sporting event ever attended was a Bears vs. 
Packers game at Lambeau Field.  Kandy says she is not a big 
sports fan. 
 

First concert Kandy attended was a Neil Diamond down at 
Western IL University when she was in college.  Her favorite 
concert was Celine Dion in Las Vegas.  She put on an awesome 
show.  Chuck’s fir concert was the Doobie Brothers at North 
Central College in Naperville.  Neither Kandy or Chuck have any 
pet peeves! 
 
Finally, Kandy’s dream ski trip is anywhere with snow and good 
restaurants.  Chuck’s dream ski trip will be with his children and 
grandchildren in Steamboat.  The Chile trip the Club has 
planned for September of 2021 will be a close second. 
 
Finally, a few words of advice from Chuck, the Club’s two injury 
award winner both in Austria - buy trip insurance!   
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Schweitzer Mountain Resort, Idaho, is 
the largest ski area in Washington and Idaho and the 16th largest 
ski resort in the United States – bigger than Jackson Hole.    Upon 
arriving at the resort, you had a sense of how they valued their 
customers.  All village employees and mountain staff were 
courteous and friendly. 
 
Saturday:  There were 41 Snowdrifters that traveled to 
Schweitzer, most of whom had to get up around 3 a.m. to make 

the Kane-O’Hare bus.  This was the first trip many of us have been able to take during COVID 
and wearing a mask for 12 hours was a challenge, but we were all safe and survived. 
 
Once we arrived at the resort, we were met by Amy Page, Group 
Fulfillment Coordinator, who let us know that all luggage and ski bags 
would be delivered to our rooms.  Later that evening we had the Idaho 
Potato reception and Amy, Kim Sorensen, Senior Sales Manager; 
and Tom Chasse, Schweitzer’s President & CEO; provided details 
about the mountain and the village.  After dinner, since there were 
many new members who joined the trip, we had very entertaining self-
introductions.  Brett Boor was our newest member since he joined the 
day before the trip, Alexis Bryl joined us from Colorado, Patrice 
Conaway, Rich Fontagneres, and Ron Neumann were members from 
another ski club, Mike and Dan Hastings were two brothers that 
looked so much alike I could never get their names straight, and 
Emilia Ozanne met us from Washington.     
 

Sunday:  There is a daily tradition at the Schweitzer clock tower of ringing 
the bell to open the lifts very much like horse racing when the bell rings to 
open the gates.  Just so happened that I was fortune enough to get to ring 
the bell on the first day of our trip.  After that the Snowdrifters were split up 
into three groups for their mountain tour.   Tom Chasse lead one group, 
and Amy and Kim each led the other groups.  One thing that was apparent 
was that the staff at Schweitzer did whatever they could to make your stay 
a great experience.  Most Drifters spent the morning acclimating to the lifts 
and adjoining runs. Speed demon, Alexis Bryl, was said to have come to 
Schweitzer to race against downhillers, Dan Dalziel and Mark Nicholson, 
but sadly they never showed up. Lifelong 
ski couple and schoolteachers, Kandy 
and Chuck Klein, were seen happily 
enjoying the Hall Pass ski run.  The 

favorite place to stop to warm up, get a drink or have lunch was 
at the Outback.  The inside walls were completely covered with 
skis or snowboards donated by locals and guests plus there was 
an outside wood burning firepit.  Since the NFL Championship 
games were on that day many of the Drifters retired a little early, 
including Dan Boone who is a big-time sports fanatic, to enjoy 
the Bucs win over some team from a north bay.  However, Marie 
Bryl was “too tired (to join us) because someone (Stan) made 
her go down two blacks today.”  
 

Fire & Ice  Tim O'Brien 
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Monday: Red Ward, Gary 
Granberg, Tim Ozanne, and 
John Gamble had their back 
country packs with shovels so 
that an Ice Bar could be dug out 
of the snow.  Work on this started 
early when the four of them, plus 
Kevin Hopp, dug out snow to 
make our own Snowdrifter Ice 

Bar with natural refrigeration for our buried beverages.  Also, the Snowdrifter banner was proudly 
displayed and visible from the Colburn Triple chair lift.  The site overlooked Coburn Lake, but it 
was only accessible via the Blue Grass run which was a narrow and steep black run.  Many 
Drifters stopped by later in the day to check out our new digs and have a cold one.  Others 
continued their ski journey either in the Schweitzer or Outback bowls discovering fun ski runs.  
Sandy Etherton made it a point to ride in the Stomping Grounds Terrain Park on the many jumps 
and slides while Tim O’Brien explored the back country by hiking trails to photograph the natural 
beauty of nature.  
 
Michelle Kinzler struck up a conversation with Big Lou’s owners (Big Lou 
was the St. Bernard dog that was always laying in the snow) and 
discovered that Lou’s owners owned Saint Bernard restaurant – the only 
independent restaurant in the village.  So dinner plans were made and 
most Snowdrifters walked the ½ mile to the Lou’s owners’ place.  By now, 
you must know there had to be more fun with the announcement of Peggy 
Courser and Eileen Parsons of the   Snowdrifters Scavenger 
Extravaganza (“SSE”) event.  These two were secretly working on this 
engaging event for weeks looking for creative things to do.  Teams were 
picked and team names were strategic and thoughtful. The teams were:  
SNIRT, 5-Stooges plus a Leo, Phineas Fan Club, Sky House Downhillers, 
Tim’s Crash Test Dummies, Phineas Phollowers, and The KYLS.     
 

Tuesday:  Most teams were scrambling trying to check off their 
required SSE tasks (see the Snowdrifter Facebook page).  However, 
Brett Boor, Greg Bohmann, and John Asare went a different route 
and rented snowmobiles for another type of snow adventure.   
Another GroupMe text was posted inviting all Snowdrifters to rally at 
1:30 p.m. at the Snowdrifter Ice Bar but since this Ice Bar could be 
a challenge for some Snowdrifters to get to, a renegade group of 
female Drifters led by Jill Feece, Nancy Lazarz, Peggy Courser, 
Eileen Parsons and Michelle Etherton was formed.  They called for 

an insurrection, Code Name “Plan Blue” (a.k.a. blue run), 
to hold their own fun and scheduled a “2:00 p.m. at the 
Outlook for a Topless Fireball at the Fire Pit” (now that’s 
what I’m talking about).  Not only that but they devised a 
plan to steal the Snowdrifter Banner from the boys’ “Ice Bar 
Fort” and hang up at the girls’ “Outback Fort.”  They 
recruited Gary, who was rogue and had no alliance, to 
secretly steal the banner.   You can imagine how distraught 
our President, John Gamble, was when he discovered his 
banner was stolen.  At 2:00 p.m., a GroupMe picture was 
posted showing that the banner was proudly being 
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displayed at the Outback Fort.  So, after a large group 
of Snowdrifters had assembled, Michelle generously 
purchased 30 Topless Fireball shots and Shari and Dan 
Dalziel passed around a Schweitzer trail map for 
Snowdrifters to sign wishing Stan Bryl a happy birthday.   
Then Mary McAuslan and Gail Daley led the group in 
singing happy birthday.  By this time, and after a 
Topless Fireball, President Gamble had cooled down 
and is now considering pardoning Mr. Granberg and all 
the other female renegades on his last day in office.  
Just another fun Snowdrifter activity that is becoming 
more of the norm on our trips.   

 
The outside pool and hot tub or the fireplace in lobby were nightly place for Snowdrifters to unwind 
and share the experiences of their day.  
 
Wednesday:  The heavens above blessed us with 8 inches of fresh powder.  POW day - - here 
we go baby!  All Drifters were having fun on the fresh snow covered runs, bowls, or glades all 
while trying to finish their SSE tasks.  Curt Fox, Marie Johansen, and Mike Shimkus enjoyed skiing 
the 2-mile Little Blue Ridge Run which is a must do in Schweitzer and in Marie’s words “like private 
ski paradise.”  Another mountain social event was broadcasted on GroupMe for all Snowdrifters 
to meet at the 100-year-old Grandfather Tree, which is a massive cedar just off of the blue 
Springboard run.  Almost all Snowdrifters arrived to toast another great day of skiing.  Dan and 
Shari brought their traveling Hors de ‘oeuvres backpack and turned over a snowboard that was 
used as a serving tray.   

 
That evening was the Lasagna dinner held in the Caribou 
Room.  After dinner, dessert was served and we sang again, 
this time to celebrate Joe Hopp, Jr. on the eve of his 41st 

birthday.  Afterward everyone was full of anticipation; you could 
just feel the excitement in the air.  We were getting ready to 
announce the winners of the SSE event.  There were a few 
technical issues, but “Stan the Man” figured it out.  Then for the 

 check out the size of that tree 
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main event, Eileen and Peggy held court by sharing pictures of the teams, however, they were 
hard pressed to explain the clock tower picture entered by Tim’s Crash Test Dummies.  An 
impressive but late video entry from the Sky House Downhiller team was the hit but, again late, 
so they took the consolation prize of 4th place.  Tim’s Dummies took 3rd place, 2nd was SNIRT, 
and the Oscar went to Phineas Phollowers who had all tasks completed and the first to enter their 
video and pictures plus get extra points for Deborah Haseman’s video of a live moose on the 
Gypsy run.  Congrats, Phollowers!!   The finale to the event was a 
standing ovation given to Eileen and Peggy for their event 
extraordinaire!!   (See more on the Snowdrifter Facebook page.) 
 
About 30 people gathered after dinner by the fireplace to share 
leftover refreshments and snacks.  The Snowdrifters celebrated a 
great ski trip with conversation, euchre, that Leo Ahasic didn’t get 
injured, and Tim Ozanne proudly showed off his talents of photo 
shooting in a very unique way.  We found out that new member, Dan 
Hastings, achieved his goal of traveling to all 50 states by traveling 
to Idaho and he is still in his 30s!  
 
All of the Snowdrifters left Schweitzer with a few bumps, many 
bruises, and lots of sore muscles and the like, but the one thing we 
all came away with was another special Snowdrifter trip where we 
made memories that will last a lifetime but more                     
importantly strengthened friendships and made 
new ones.    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 More pics below  
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Davos Swiss Hotel 
3 nights – Th-Fri-Sat. 

February 25, 26, 27, 2021 
 

$300 per person, includes 2 days lift 
tickets 
$210 per person NON-Skier 
$200 Single Room - 2 Floors  

 
• 43 downhill runs!! 
• See  https://whitecapresort.com  

for more details. 
 

WHITECAP UPDATE 

I wanted to clarify the lodging situation 
at Whitecap and let you know of an 
option for those who may still want to go on Feb. 25th-28th. 

Our lodging at the resort is in the Davos Inn. It is different from the hotel lodging in that it can only 
be rented by the floor. No one can book an individual room at this Inn. 

We had contracted with the resort for both floor in the hope we would get up to 40 participants 
(20 per floor). The date to cancel without losing any money was Jan. 25th. At that point we had 1 
floor filled so we had to cancel the second floor. 

But in order to accommodate those who still may want to attend you can book your own hotel 
room by visiting https://whitecapresort.com/lodging 

You can take advantage of the group lift ticket discount – $90 vs $130 for 2 days lift tickets. 

Due to the size limitations of the Davos Inn dining area & kitchen, we cannot accommodate extra 
people for dinner on Friday and Saturday due to COVID restrictions. Should an outdoor dinner be 
planned, you would be most welcomed to join (there may be a slight cost but that is TBD). Any 
and all club activities held outdoors will be open to all Snowdrifters at Whitecap. 

I ask that if you are interested to please email mojoy@comcast.net so that I have a count for lift 
tickets.  Lift tickets will need to be paid for prior to the trip. 

Please let me know no later than February 15th. 

It is up to individuals to arrange their transportation. 

If you have any questions please contact me. 

Contact Maureen Joy mojoy@comcast.net to sign up! 
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UPDATED TRIP INFORMATION 
March 13-18, 2021  

Saturday - Thursday $1,375* 

 
United Airlines has canceled our previous scheduled flight to Mammoth. We have worked with 
our vendor for alternative transportation to Mammoth.  Our best option is a nonstop flight from 
O’Hare to Reno on American Airlines with a scenic 3-hour coach ride to Mammoth.  There is no 
additional cost to the trip for the air and coach changes.  
 
Currently, we have air space for all who have signed up for the trip, since they were previously 
confirmed for air. We may be able to accommodate a few more on the trip if we can procure 
additional air and land space.  If you are interested in the trip, contact the trip leader – Frank.  We 
will start a wait list as a few individuals have already expressed interest in the trip.  
 

As of 1-29-2021 Friday Mammoth Mountain has 
picked up 8-10+ feet of new snow over the last few 
days. 

 
Mammoth Mountain California is unquestionably 
one of the finest Alpine Skiing Mountains in the 
world. An average of over 400 inches (33 feet) of 
snow falls onto the 11,053 foot summit, making the 
entire 3,500 plus acres of skiable terrain enjoyable 
for all. Choose from heart-pumping steep chutes, 
wide open bowls, tree skiing, bumps, gullies, or 
wide open, well-groomed trails.  
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Trip Details 
• 5 nights at Mammoth Mountain Inn - Ski-in/ski-out 
• Standard rooms with 2 per room – Portage Included 
• R/T Airport Hotel Transfer – 13 miles 
• A $100 resort credit will be given to each person upon arrival and is good at any 

mountain retail location to purchase resort wear, gear, food, cocktails and more. 
• 4 day lift ticket included  

o Trip Cost Reductions for Lift Tickets: (3-day - $60, Senior 4-day - $50,                                                                         
senior 3-day - $100, 80+yrs or Non-Skier - $300)* 

• Welcome breakfast on first day 
• Complimentary group mountain tour 

 
Round Trip Air Fare on American Airlines 

NEW FLIGHT SCHEDULE: 

AA2664Y 13MAR ORDRNO SS1  1040A 1250P 
AA2622Y 18MAR RNOORD SS1  1125A  523P 
 
Mammoth Mountain Inn 

Situated at the base of the mountain just across from 
the ski area's Main Lodge, Mammoth Mountain Inn 
hotel rooms offer stunning views, ski-in, ski-out 
convenience and proximate. access to Mammoth's 
best mountainside activities and attractions. Hotel 
room sleeps 2 guests and features 2 double beds and 
bathroom with tub/shower. All hotel rooms include a 
coffee maker, iHome media player, DVD player and 
HDTV with satellite and premium channel service. 

 

Payment Schedule (per person):  TRIP BALANCE DUE 

Membership Requirement:  Your Snowdrifters’ club membership must be current when 
signing up for the trip.  

Trip Leader:    Frank Hodowal:   fthod@aol.com 

Assistant Trip Leader:  Leo Ahasic:   bahasic@sbcglobal.net 
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PORTILLO, CHILE 
Late summer 2021 - $3,150 per person 
Package Includes: Airfare to and from Santiago and transportation to Hotel Portillo at the 
Portillo Ski Area for 4 nights.  Over the past 60 years, Portillo has earned a reputation as 
an excellent destination for skiers and snowboarders from all over the world. The snow 
quality in Portillo is excellent and is often likened to that of the Rocky Mountains. Skiers of 
all skill levels find what they are looking for on a mountain and come back year after year. 
Here is a general breakdown of the terrain: Beginner -15%, Intermediate – 30%, Advanced 
– 30%, Expert – 25%.  The ski area features 1,235 acres of ski-able terrain, 14 lifts and 
35 runs. Beginner and intermediate runs are groomed nightly, off-piste runs are 
challenging and steep, and the powder is often deep. The bowls and shoots perfectly 
collect the light, dry snow and the above-tree-line landscape turns into a white playground. 
Pair this with frequently sunny, blue skies and it is easy to understand why many guests, 
even professional skiers, say they’ve had some of their best ski days at Portillo.  
 
Rate includes: Full Board, Lift tickets daily Hyatt Centric 3 nights - Santiago Hyatt Centric 
Las Condes is one of the 5-star hotels in Santiago, Chile, located in the modern district of 
Las Condes. Offering an ideal location to explore the city, the hotel is close to metro transit, 
providing a convenient connection to discover Santiago's popular historical spots. This 
bustling area is surrounded by trendy restaurants, specialty shops, local cafes, and more. 
Rate in Santiago includes: breakfast daily and all transfers.  
 
Trip Leader for additional questions: John Gamble 630-761-9550 
Johngamble@icloud.com  

 
 
 

 
 
We encourage you to join the Snowdrifters Ski Club Facebook page if you have not done so yet.  
Be sure to check out the Schweitzer Snowdrifters Scavenger Extravaganza!!   The monthly 
newsletter will be posted there, updates on any Club activities/meetings, articles and photos. 
Please feel free to post any skiing articles and photos from trips/events/meetings. 

Sue Stanciu 
Social Media Chair 
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Ski Meeting!! 
Ski at night includes tailgate with fire pit 

Four Lakes Alpine Snowsports 
5750 Lakeside Dr. 

Lisle, Il 60532 
Come join us for an afternoon and/or evening of skiing and fun. Lift tickets are $24.00 and are 
available on a-first-come-first-serve basis.  Rentals are also available at the same link. 
https://www.fourlakessnowsports.com/pricing 
 
Look for the Club banner and the fire pit in the parking lot to connect with us as a group.  For beverages, 
restrooms and to warm up, The Base Camp Pub will be open and is located next to the hill.  We will 
have a brief Club meeting at 6:30 p.m. to start the election of new officers process. However, if you 
want start skiing it opens at 4:00 p.m.  See website for details. 
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Recipe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snowdrifters’ Calendar 

 
Feb 14: Valentine’s Day 
 
Feb 15: Four-Lakes 4:00 P.M - 9:00 P.M. skiing  
  6:30 P.M. Board and General Meetings 
  Around our new propane fire pit   
 
Feb 23-25: Midwest Ski Trip Whitecap Ski      
     
Mar 13-18: Mammoth Ski Trip 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


