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Snowdrifters Ski Club 
P.O. Box 697 

Batavia, IL 60510 
 

Hi, Snowdrifters! 
 
Ski season is in full swing, I hope you all have gotten a chance to get out on the 
slopes.  The Club has been busy and will continue to be for a few more months of ski 
season, hope we get to see you at one of these upcoming events. 
 
We had an unbelievable trip to Whitefish, Montana.  Thanks again to Steve and Sarah 
for organizing. Not sure what else to call it but epic - great mountain, snow and 
accommodations.  See their full account later in the newsletter, this is one of those 
special places that will always a favorite spot for me. 
 
At the last meeting we had two guests from the Norge Ski Club, Guy Larsen and Mike 
Gibson.  They spent the evening explaining and answering questions about ski 
jumping and their club.  Everyone I talked with really enjoyed the evening, we all really 
liked learning about ski jumping, the equipment, and the club.  No one could believe 
that we have such a world class facility so close to us.  We raised $250 to support 
them from our 50/50 raffle. One the of things that I think everyone was impressed with 
was that they sent three kids out of the four to compete in the last Olympics from their 
club. 
 
It was a natural then go to Ski Jumping finals at Norge the following Sunday.  We had 
at least 20 Snowdrifters who enjoyed a great day on the snow watching the 
jumping.  What an event it was, there were close to 10,000 people there all having lots 
of fun.  I even bought a cowbell to help cheer the jumpers on.  We might have even 
had some adult beverages during the event (there was a rare shot-ski on the 
slopes).   This was such a great event we would like to be able get a bus for next year 
and tailgate in the parking lot ahead of time if we get enough people going to make it 
worthwhile.  Also there is talk of organizing volunteers to help the Norge Club get 
ready.  It is definitely something to be seen and experienced. 
 
The Telluride trip is going out next week and has a group of 44 travelers. 
 
The next ski club meeting is at Four Lakes Ski area.  We will meet for dinner from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on February 17th.  There will be all you can eat pizza, salad and 
pasta for only $15.00 with half price draft beers at the BaseCamp Pub and Eatery 
located at 5750 Lakeside Drive, Lisle.  Please sign up for the $15 dinner on the 
Snowdrifters website/Our Activities and Events/“February Club Meeting” prior 
to the event so we have a count to give them.   Also at 7:00 p.m. we will have some 
fun ski games out on the slopes. A discount ticket for the evening can purchased for 
$21 at the ski area.  Come out and have some fun on the slopes and in the bar with 
our fellow Snowdrifters.   
 
The Granite Peak Bus Trip still has some room and should be a great trip February 
21st through the 23rd.  
 
We just announced at the last meeting a Chile ski trip, September 4th-12th, 2020 for 
$3,150.  The trip includes airfare, 4 days of skiing all-inclusive at the world famous  
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Portillo Ski Area in Chile.  It is the oldest ski area in 
Chile and at the end of the valley with over 1,200 
acres of ski terrain and world-famous powder.  After 
skiing we have an extension for three nights in 
Santiago.  The city is renowned as a world heritage 
UNESCO site, has lots of fine dining options and 
shopping, should be a great city to explore for the 
five Star Hyatt centrally located.  We have received 
enough early registrants to guarantee the trip will 
go, more details and deadlines to follow. 
   
Powder to the People, 

John Gamble 
 President 
 
 
 

DIFFERENT DATE AND LOCATION for the February Meeting/Ski Party.  It will be at Four Lakes Ski 
Area and Basecamp Pub in Lisle for a ski and pizza party on February 17th.  We will have discount lift 
tickets with games and prizes, pizza party and discount drinks for a fun night on the slopes.  Please sign 
up for the $15 dinner on the Snowdrifters website/Our Activities and Events/“February Club 
Meeting.”  
 
 

Social 
If you want to plan a social event, please remember to email me at quetsch@sbcglobal.net.  
It's great that everyone is getting in the spirit of getting together. 
 
No social events are planned for February so get out there and ski!!  
 

Pat Quetsch 
Social Director 
 
 
 
  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

Johnston Richard Blakely 
 
Johnston	Richard	Blakely,	Jr.,	age	92,	of	Crystal	Lake	and	formerly	of	St.	
Charles	and	Maywood,	passed	away	peacefully	on	January	8,	2020	with	his	
family	by	his	side.	
	
John	was	born	on	April	28,	1927	in	Chicago.	He	was	a	maintenance	
machinist	at	Alcoa,	Mars,	GNP	and	Shapewire	where	he	became	Production	
Supervisor.		
	

John	loved	to	travel	and	ski.	He	was	President	of	the	Snowdrifters	Ski	Club,	a	member	of	The	Moose,	
The	Nighthawks,	and	the	Nordic	Fox	Cross	Country	Ski	Club.	He	and	his	wife,	Geraldine	went	on	
many	trips	all	over	the	U.S.,	Europe,	Australia,	Alaska	and	Canada.	John	and	his	family	were	avid	
campers;	they	loved	to	explore	and	fish	all	over	the	country.	He	loved	fishing	and	hunting	with	
family	and	friends.	
	
John	was	a	fireman	2nd	class	in	the	U.S.	Navy	and	a	crewmember	on	the	CA32	USS	New	Orleans	and	
participated	in	reunions	after	his	discharge.	He	met	Geraldine	while	camping	with	friends	in	
Wisconsin	after	his	discharge	from	the	Navy.	They	married	on	April	15,	1950.	
	
John	is	survived	by	his	loving	wife	of	almost	70	years,	Geraldine	Blakely;	his	children,	Johnston	
(Patty)	Blakely,	Roberta	(Adrian)	Kasper,	and	William	(Nancy)	Blakely;	his	grandchildren,	Theresa,	
Tom,	Alan,	Richard,	Ryan,	Marissa	and	Christopher;	and	4	great-grandchildren;	as	well	as	numerous	
nieces	and	nephews.		
	
He	was	preceded	in	death	by	his	parents,	Johnston	and	Bertha	Blakely;	brothers,	Burton	(the	late	
Joan)	and	Winston	Blakely.		
	
 
 
 
Active membership is currently 137!  If you are registered for a trip, please make sure your contact 
information is up to date. This really helps out your trip leader. 
 
A big welcome to our newest member, Brian Nicholson.  We look forward to 
skiing with you. 
 
FYI - The membership position will be open for next year. I have offered to 
oversee/expand the Club’s social media presence.  Maureen Joy has kindly offered to 
assist me.  If you are interested in the membership position, please let a board member 
know either by email or at the next meeting.  
 

Sue Stanciu 
Membership Chair 
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WHITEFISH TRIP REPORT 

 
We had an absolutely great Whitefish trip but it came at a price - we unfortunately had 3 cancellations – 
Leo Supinski, Ed Safford and Lowell Iverson.  We truly missed you! 
 
Our trip started out with a travel challenge at O’Hare because United’s check-in Kiosks were down.  After 
they were working, we discovered several Snowdrifters, who were already at our departure gate, weren’t 
recognized by United’s systems as “checked in.”  We got things straightened out and avoided a disaster 
(the plane was overbooked).   
 
We stayed at the Kandahar Lodge, a rustic 50 room facility, at the base of the mountain.  It had walk out/ski 
in accommodations.  BUT if you took a wrong turn at the end of the day, you had a block walk from the 
mountain’s maintenance parking lot – not a picturesque end to one’s ski day.  The lodge had a great fire 
place seating area (almost 24/7 fire) with the “Snug Bar” just 15 feet away.  And a great restaurant with an 
excellent menu and wine selection (very pricey though). 
 
Whitefish (or better known as Big Mountain) initially challenged our group on Sunday with extremely foggy 
conditions (didn’t like) and lots of snow (we liked).  Daytime temperatures ranged from low 30’s (Sunday 
and Thursday) to almost breaking 0 (Tuesday). 
 
After Sunday to Tuesday both overcast and snow days, we had an absolute beautiful “blue bird” day on 
Wednesday.  Those who skied said it was the best day of the week.  Those who did tours said it was their 
best day of the week.  And those who . . . well, you get the point!  Thursday and Friday were great as well. 

 
Tuesday night was our planned club trip dinner.  We went to Mackenzie River Pizza in downtown Whitefish.  
Excellent food.  A show of hands revealed that almost half of our 29 attendees were 1st year members and 
almost all those that raised hands were on their first Snowdrifters ski trip.  WOW!   

 
Several people did a Glacier National Park bus tour, a couple 
people did winter lake kayaking and snow shoeing in very deep 
snow in Glacier.   
 
Friday, the entire mountain had a complete electric shutdown 
from 2:30 to about 5.  Joe Hopp was just short of his chair let-
off and was tempted BUT chair operators said no – no – no.  
Fortunately, nobody was stuck on their chairlift for long. 

Guess who is sitting to the right of Michelle?? 
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Ed leading a sing along 

Joan “UP TO SNOW GOOD” again 

Andrew in Snow Ghosts  

Because of the power outage, we had to improvise our eating plans – from appetizers being brought into 
the Lodge to a 5 minute walk to a local pub, who re-started their kitchen for onion rings and french fries, 
mozzarella sticks, chicken wings and pizzas and, of course, drinks. 
 
As for injuries – no hospital visits (hurrah!) but Ed Stoelinga tweaked his knee and got a full leg support 
with crutches after being released from the mountain medical facility.  Deb Haseman strained some upper 
body muscles but was able to navigate the trip through the Glacier and Denver airports. 

 
Unfortunately, all great things must come to an end. Here are a couple more Whitefish pictures.  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
             

 
 
 
 

 
 

Looking through Steve’s goggles! 
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Granite Peaks Ski Resort, Wisconsin 
February 21-23, 2020 – ONLY $350.00!! 

 
Looking for a fun weekend trip?  Well this is it!  Come 
join us on the party bus as we travel to Granite 
Peaks for 2 days of great skiing. Granite Peaks is 
the largest ski area in Wisconsin with 700 vertical 
feet. We will be staying 2 nights at the Stoney Creek 
Inn in Wausau that will include a complimentary 
breakfast.  The Inn has the Cubby Hole Bar and an 
indoor pool plus fitness center. The price includes 
the snacks and beverages on the bus, hotel and 2 
days of lift tickets!!     
 
Trip Leader:  Gwenn Bosshardt: geboss2001@yahoo.com 
Assistant:  Maureen Joy:  mojoy@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
 

                                    
 
  https://www.skigranitepeak.com  
 
 

 
 
http://www.stoneycreekhotels.com/hotel/travel/wausau/home.do 
 

 
 
 
 
  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 
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Paganella & Verona, Italy - March 7 - 18, 2020  
 

Sold Out – Waiting List 
Established 

See website’s past 
newsletters for more 

information  
 

NOTE: All taxes that are currently in effect, including airline taxes are included in the 
price.   Please note any additional airline tax or fuel surcharge imposed before our final 
ticketing is beyond our control and will require an adjustment in the final price.   Any fuel 
surcharge imposed on our ground transfers is also beyond our control and will require an 
adjustment.  Also, currency exchange rate fluctuations may affect final payment. 

A passport is required for this trip and your passport must not expire 6 months past our return to the 
USA. 

Trip Leader: Frank Hodowal:  fthod@aol.com   (630-584-0868) 
Assistant: Susan Walsh:  susielou@hotmail.com  (630-309-5041) 

 
It is still early and there may be some movement on the trips that have been sold so if you are interested 
contact the trip leaders to get on the waiting list.  Be sure to always read the Flakey News for the latest 
news and events.  This is especially important in the spring months when the new trip’s sale dates are 
announced. 
 
       

 
 
 
 

A few 
Whitefish 
pics from 

Marie  
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Ski Trip to Portillo, Chille
Sep 4 - 12, 2020

$3150 per person
Package Includes:
Airfare to and from Santiago 
Transportation to Hotel Portillo at the Portillo Ski Area 4 nights - arrive Sep 5 - 9
Over the past 60 years, Portillo has earned a reputation as an excellent destination for skiers and snowboarders from all 
over the world. The snow quality in Portillo is excellent and is often likened to that of the Rocky Mountains. Skiers of all 
skill-levels find what they are looking for on a mountain and come back year after year.
 Here is a general breakdown of the terrain:
◦ Beginner -15%
◦ Intermediate – 30%
◦ Advanced – 30%
◦ Expert – 25%

The ski area features 1,235 acres of ski-able terrain, 14 lifts and 35 runs.   Beginner and intermediate runs are groomed 
nightly,  off-piste runs are challenging and steep, and the powder is often deep.  The bowls and shoots perfectly collect the 
light,  dry snow and the above-tree-line landscape turns into a white playground.  Pair this with frequently sunny, blue 
skies and it is easy to understand why many guests, even professional skiers, say they’ve had some of their best ski days 
at Portillo.
Rate includes:

• Full Board 
• Lift tickets daily

Bus Trip back to San1ago 
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Ski Trip to Portillo, Chile 

Hyatt Centric 3 nights - Santiago arrive Sep 9 – 12:  Hyatt Centric Las Condes is one of the 5-star hotels 
in Santiago, Chile, located in the modern district of Las Condes. Offering an ideal location to explore the 
city, the hotel is close to metro transit, providing a convenient connection to discover Santiago's popular 
historical spots. This bustling area is surrounded by trendy restaurants, specialty shops, local cafes, and 
more.  

To hold your spot please deposit $300 as soon as possible. 

Deposit $1,000 due on April 1, 2020 Deposit $1,000 due on May 1, 2020 Final payment of $850 due June 
1, 2020.  

Trip Leader for additional questions:  

John Gamble 630-761-9550 Johngamble@icloud.com  

 

Recipe 
 

Garlic Chicken Puffs 
 
Ingredients: 
4 oz cream cheese 
1 tsp garlic powder 
½ c cooked shredded chicken 
2 cans refrigerator crescent rolls 
 
Directions: 
Mix cream cheese, garlic and chicken until well blended. 
 
Unroll crescent rolls and cut each triangle into 2 triangles (when you unroll the crescent rolls, 2 triangles 
are attached making a big square, I just cut from there following the perforation for one cut and made 
another from the other corners, giving you 4 little triangles). 
 
Place 1 tsp of chicken mixture on the center of each triangle and fold the corners in over the creamy 
mixture. 
 
Place on cookie sheet and bake at 375 degrees for 12-14 minutes.  
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Classified Ads 
 

Anyone interested in a good deal on a 
video camera that is built into a pair of 
ski goggles, I have one that is new.  A 
friend of mine had several and they were 
really an unobtrusive and simple way to 
take videos and photos and, because 
the camera is built into the goggle itself, 
you have no camera sticking up to get 
knocked off or otherwise damaged.  It 
takes great videos with sound and 
pictures.   
 
It comes in the original box which 
includes: 1 Video Camera Goggle with 

ionized lens, and 1 extra amber lens, 4GB MicroSD card, 1 Micro Bag, Rechargeable Battery, USB Cable, 
RCA Cable, User Manual, and warranty card. 
 
I've seen the item on ebay for $140.  I am asking $80.  If interested, please contact me via email.  Reply 
to me only please at marie.johansen@sbcglobal.net. 
 
See below for more information about the item: 

Liquid Image Summit Series Snow Board Goggle Camera, HD720p, Black  
SKU: UWLISBGCBK  MFR: 335BLK 
The Liquid Image 335BLK Summit Series HD is a Snow Goggle with an integrated True POV HD Video 
camera. The goggle contains a 136 degree (FOV) wide angle lens to capture all the action for all Snow 
Sports. The hands-free unit has a 5.0 MP camera mode and a video mode that records HD720P video at 
a rate up to 30 frames per second with audio. The Summit Series HD can hold a Micro SD/SDHC Card up 
to 32 GB. Product includes a 4GB Micro SDHC card and a Rechargeable Lithium Battery for 1.5-2 hrs in 
the HD Video Mode. With the use of a micro SD/SDHC card, the camera is capable of recording thousands 
of photos or hours of HD video and can be downloaded to a computer through the High Speed USB cable 
provided, or through a Micro SD/SDHC card.  
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Snowdrifters’ Calendar 
 
  
 

SAVE THE DATES 
   
 

 
 February 4th – 9th  
  Telluride Ski Trip 
 
 February 17th 
  Board Meeting  TBD  
  General Meeting 6:00 p.m. (or when you get there) 
  @ Four Lakes Ski Area in Lisle in the Basecamp Pub 

Pizza Party!!  Please sign up for the $15 dinner on the Snowdrifters website / Our 
Activities and Events / “February Club Meeting” 

 
 February 21st – 23rd  
  Granite Peaks Ski Trip Still openings!!  Funnest bus ride of the year! 
 
 March 7th – 18th 

  Paganella & Verona, Italy Trip 
 
 September 4th – 12th 
  Chili Ski Trip   
 
                                     And then there was Alpine Ski Jumping @ NORGE 

 
 

   The man in the mask 
 

Saturday Snowdrifters 

2 Nomads joined our group Holy Cow -That is high!! 

Looking good 

Shot Skiiiii 

 Now that’s a Bloody Mary -Two please 


